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Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc.
Pro Bono Program

CHILDREN & YOUTH 

ADVOCACY PROJECT 

CLINIC
TUESDAY MORNINGS           THURSDAY AFTERNOONS
                  9:00 A.M.-12:00 P.M.
             1:00 P.M.-4:00 P.M.
Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc. – Euclid Office

110 South Euclid Avenue, San Diego, CA 92114
Or call 1-877-534-2524 Ext. 2614
The Children and Youth Advocacy Project in Collaboration with Legal Aid Society of San Diego, Inc. and Latham & Watkins LLP, provides direct legal services to transitional-aged students (16-22) with disabilities and their families in the areas of Individualized Education Programs (IEP’s) and Transition Plans, AB2726 matters and other transition related issues.  The CYAP accesses clients through multiple outreach clinics in the community, direct referrals, and innovative partnerships with local education agencies.  

This free clinic is open to members of the community who need assistance with transition-related issues in education or other areas of independent living.  Additionally, those individuals who qualify to receive our services will meet with a Legal Aid representative, during clinic hours to help them understand legal options available to them.

*** Please note that by assisting you at the clinic, we are NOT acting as your attorney and have not formed an attorney-client relationship***
In addition to comprehensive direct legal services, CYAP provides “Legal Life Skills” trainings for students and families throughout San Diego County to promote self-advocacy and empower youths with disabilities and their families to reach their preferred post-school outcomes.  Please contact CYAP toll free at 1-877-534-2524 x2614 for more information.
INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAMS AND TRANSITION

An IEP is written plan for educational support services that the school district is required to provide to you to reach certain goals and objectives.  The development of an IEP is required under federal law for students who need special education services 

Who are the members of my IEP Team?

· Your parent

· if you are under 18 your parent must be a member of the IEP team. 

· If you are over 18, and not conserved, you may invite your parent to attend

· A general education teacher

· if you participate in the general education environment a general education teacher must be at your IEP

· A special education teacher

· Someone else from the school district who knows about the school district’s resources and about general education

· Other people that you, your parent (if you are under 18), or the school would like to invite

· This may include: your therapists, people from outside agencies who are providing services currently or will provide services in the future such as regional center

· You
· You are the most important member of your IEP team. 

· If you will not attend, your IEP team should make sure your preferences and interests are being considered.  

· You should be invited to any IEP where transition services will be discussed.
What is a Transition Plan?

· A transition plan is a list of goals in your IEP that relate to what you want to do when you leave school

· In order to help you reach your preferred goals, your transition plan should be student-centered 

· Your teachers should talk to you about what you want to do in the future
· Your IEP team must develop a transition plan at your first IEP meeting after you turn 16

· Now that you am 16 or older, the laws that protect you require your case manager to invite you to every IEP meeting so that you can participate

· When you are 18 or older, your case manager must give you proper notice of your rights

· If you do not understand your rights, your case manager should explain them to you in a way you can understand
Definitions

1.) Transitional-aged youths are defined as those young persons with developmental disabilities who: 
· Are receiving special education services, 
· Have Individualized Transition Plans (ITP) as part of their Individualized Education Program (IEP),

· And are preparing to enter the workforce, attend post-secondary school, or to achieve other post-school outcomes. 
2.) A Person with a Disability is defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 as a person who has a record of having a disability, or is regarded as having a disability. 
3.) Disability is defined as a physical or mental impairment that substantially limits one or more of the major life activities of the individual. 
If you are a parent and would like to learn more about Individualized Education programs or Transition Plans you can order a free copy of A Composite of Laws – California Special Education programs 28th Edition from the California Department of Education.  [image: image3.png]
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