

e-NEWS                                  April 26, 2007
Dear Family and Friends,

It’s that time of year again! The Infant Development Association-SDIV Annual Spring Chapter meeting will be on May 7th from 2:30-5:00pm at the San Diego Regional Center in Boardroom 100 at 4355 Ruffin Road, San Diego, CA 92123. There will be a special presentation by Catherine Dickerson, M.ED., MSW  - “Curiosity to Cooperation, Promoting Positive Relationships Through Discipline”. Come find out about all of the exciting things that the local IDA chapter has accomplished over the past year and plans for the future! This is a great networking opportunity for parents and professionals who care for young children with special needs. Refreshments will be served.

On May 8th there will be a workshop on Planning for the Future in San Marcos from 6:30pm - 8:00pm. Brentt Hoover, a MetDESK® Specialist will present this workshop at San Diego Regional Center, San Marcos Office, located at 1370 W. San Marcos Blvd. #100, San Marcos Ca. 92069.  There will not be any childcare available. Please RSVP by calling Jamie Michalski at 760-736-1207.
Here’s something you might want to sign up for: The Special Start Training Program and Developmental Services at Rady Children's Hospital are teaming to bring a one day course on The Development of Self-Regulation: Birth to Three Years on June 14 at Rady Children's Hospital, San Diego. The course is limited to 100 participants and registration is online at 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.specialstart.org" 

www.specialstart.org
. There is a $5 fee for refreshments and there is no other course fee.  If you have questions, contact Patti at 858-966-5477 or 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:pwebster@rchsd.org" 

pwebster@rchsd.org
. To view flyer, go to 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/SRbrochure.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/SRbrochure.pdf
  

----------------------------------------------------------------

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

For event details go to 
HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/maincal.cfm"

http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/maincal.cfm

By clicking on an event link you may view the event details.

Local:

4/26/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2640" 

Talking with Toddlers
 - Oceanside
4/27/07 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2656" 

Child Development Training


5/05/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2643" 

DSA Dinner Dance & Auction
 - Coronado

5/08/07 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2641" 

Planning for the Future of Special Needs Families
 – San 

            Marcos
5/10/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2362" 

Community Advisory Special Education meeting


5/12-13/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2377" 

San Diego's People First Self-Advocacy conference
 
5/12/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2618" \o "" 
Life After Brain Injury
 - Encinitas
5/12/07  Signing workshop - Tierrasanta
5/16/07  
HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2563" \o "9:00 AM - 12:00 PM"

School Problems Part I
 workshop - Clairemont
5/19/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2612" 

IEP Boot Camp
 – Camp Pendleton
5/19/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2620" \o "" 
Women's conference
 – Rancho Bernardo
5/23/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2564" \o "9:00 AM - 12:00 PM" 
School Problems Part II
 - Clairemont
5/23/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2594" 

Understanding Individuals with Asperger's Syndrome or  High Functioning Autism
 – Del Mar
6/03/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2645" 

48TH Annual Silver Gate Yacht Club Wheelchair Regatta
 
Regional:

5/4/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2587" 

Adults with Autism & Other Developmental Disabilities Conference
 - San Jose, CA.
5/5/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://aslexpo.com/" 

ASL EXPO 2007
 - San Jose, CA 

National:

5/23-27/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2648" 

2nd International Come To Your Senses Conference
 – 
                   Toronto, Canada.  

6/13–15/07   
 HYPERLINK "https://www.npcl-ifc.org/" 

9th Annual International Fatherhood Conference
 - Georgia
6/13-15/07  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2554" 

Bridges to Employment Conference
 – Miami, FL.

6/21-22/07 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/viewEvent.cfm?EventID=2642" 

International Conference on Autism
 - Massachusetts
----------------------------------------------------------------

UPCOMING EFRC SUPPORT GROUPS: 

For details: 
HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/efrc.cfm?pid=Support_Groups"

http://www.efrconline.org/efrc.cfm?pid=Support_Groups

4/27/07 Grupo de Apoyo:

Para familias de niños con necesidades especiales mayores de 5 años. 

Hora: de 9:30 a 11:00am  Lugar: Centro de Salud Pública del Condado Sur, 690 Oxford Street, Chula Vista, Salón de conferencias #3. Informes: Laura Cervantes (619)470-5227, Tessie Salcedo (619)594-7391 o EFRC (800)281-8252. Ver el volante a 
HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20Spanish%205%20%20fall06.pdf"

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20Spanish%205%20%20fall06.pdf
 o 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%2520Group%25200-5%2520Spanish%2520Back%2520fall06.doc" 

mapa

4/30/07 Evening Support Group:

For parents of children 0 - 5 with special needs.

Meets monthly at Scripps Mercy Well Being Center, 311 Del Mar Avenue (between F & G Ave), Chula Vista 91910 from 6:00 - 7:30pm. Supervised playtime by advance reservation only. Call Mary at (858)569-5370. View Flyer at 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20for%20Parents%200607.doc" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20for%20Parents%200607.doc

5/4/07  Grupo de Apoyo:

Para familias de niños menores de 5 años con necesidades especiales. Hora: de 9:30-11:00am.  Lugar: Boys and Girls Club, 1430 D Avenue, National City. Contamos con cuidado de niños. Información y reservaciones de cuidado de niños, llame a Laura Cervantes 619-470-5227, Tessie Salcedo 619-594-7391 o EFRC 800-281-8252. Ver el Volante a 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20Spanish%200-5%20fall06.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20Spanish%200-5%20fall06.pdf
  o 
HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%2520Group%25200-5%2520Spanish%2520Back%2520fall06.doc" \t "_blank"

mapa

5/8/07 DSA/EFRC North County Support Group:

For parents of children birth to 5years with Down syndrome.

Meets monthly at the EFRC North Coastal office, 380 Mulberry Drive Suite A, San Marcos 92069 from 6:00pm - 7:30pm. No childcare provided, but parents are welcome to bring babies. For more information, please call 760-510-3994 or email 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:tshortal@projects.sdsu.edu" 
tshortal@projects.sdsu.edu
.  View Flyer at 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/ACF4812.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/ACF4812.pdf
  or Map at 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Directions%20to%20North%20Coastal%20Office.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Directions%20to%20North%20Coastal%20Office.pdf
 
5/10/07 DSA/EFRC Central Support Group:
For parents of children birth to five years with Down syndrome.

Meets monthly at the Harold J. Ballard Parent Center, 2375 Congress Street, San Diego 92110 (Old Town) from 6:30 - 8:30pm. Supervised play for children up to age 10 is available with reservation. Please call EFRC at (619) 594-7416. View flyer at 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20DSA%20English%202007.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20DSA%20English%202007.pdf

5/14/07  Evening Parent Support Group:

For parents of young children on the Autism spectrum. 

Meets monthly at Greg Rogers Elementary School, located at 510 E Naples St, CV 91911 from 6:00-7:30pm. Supervised playtime is available ONLY by advanced reservation, Call Mary at (858) 569-5370. Sponsored by Exceptional Family Resource Center and Hope Infant Family Program. View Flyer at 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/SupportGroup%20Autism0607.doc" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/SupportGroup%20Autism0607.doc
 

5/17/07  DSA/EFRC Spanish Grupo de Apoyo:

Asociación Síndrome de Down y Centro de Recursos para Familias Excepcionales lo invitan a asistir una seria de juntas para padres de niños (0-5 años de edad) que presentan Síndrome de Down

Hora: de 6:30 a 8:30pm. Lugar: Harold J Ballard Center, 2375 Congress Street, San Diego, CA 92110 (Old Town). Habrá una area de juegos supervisada para niños menores de 10 años. Reserve su lugar. Para hacer su reservación, llame al Centro de Recursos para Familias Excepcionales con Edna al  619-594-7407. Ver el Volante a 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20DSA%20spanish%202007.pdf%20" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Support%20Group%20DSA%20spanish%202007.pdf
 

5/17/07  Grupo de Apoyo: 

Para familias de niños y adolescentes con Autismo.

Nos reuinimos el tercer jueves de cada mes de 6:00-8:15pm. Lugar: Parkway Community Center, 373 Park Way, craft room, Chula Vista, CA 91911, 619-691-5083. Para más información llamar EFRC al (800)281-8252. Ver el Volante a 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/SpprtGrpAutismSpan%20fall06.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/SpprtGrpAutismSpan%20fall06.pdf
 

5/18/07  Parent Connection:

For parents of young children with special needs to network with other parents, give and receive support and learn about resources. Meets monthly at EFRC North Coastal office at 380 Mulberry Drive, Suite A, San Marcos, CA 92069 from 6:30pm - 8:00pm. Childcare is not available. Please RSVP to 760-510-3994 x12. View flyer at 
http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/The%20Parent%20Connection%20Flyer2007.doc
5/19/07 UCP Sibshop Sibling Group:

For brothers and sisters (ages8-13) of children with developmental disabilities, to meet, have fun and share common strengths and struggles. Meets 6 times a year at United Cerebral Palsy of San Diego office, located at 8525 Gibbs Drive, Suite 100, San Diego, CA 92123. Pre-registration is required - there is no charge to participate. To register, please call Rhonda at 858-571-7803 or Diane at 619-594-7405.
----------------------------------------------------------------

EDUCATION:

The Winston School Open House from 12:00pm - 1:30pm.
Meet the headmaster. Activities programs in the Arts, Athletics and Technology. The Winston School provides a college prepatory program for children with learning differences in grades 4 - 12.  They provide a 7:1 student to teacher ratio, with credentialed staff using multi-sensory teaching strategies. They offer summer enrichment programs. Located at 215 9th Street, Del Mar, CA 92014. For more information, call 858-259-8155 or visit 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.thewinstonschool.com/" 
www.thewinstonschool.com

----------------------------------------------------------------
RECREATION:

May 1st - Sign ups BEGIN for Summer Adventure Camp Aug 6-10 for children 6 - 12. Sponsored by the City of San Diego Recreation Dept. Therapeutic Recreation Services. For more information, call 619-525-8247 or 619-525-8249TDD. Fee is due by June 30th to hold your spot.
5/4/07  Special Olympics San Diego County Track Meet from 8:30am - 3:00pm at Point Loma Nazarene University. For more information, call 619-283-6100. Greater games track meet on June 2nd at San Diego State University.
Celebrity Profiles art show - Charcoal portraits by the artists of Sophie's Gallery at Bread & Cie, located at 350 University Avenue in Hillcrest. This

art show runs from May 7 - 11, 2007. There will be a public reception on Friday, May 11th from 5:00pm - 7:00pm. 
5/12/07  Handcycling from 9:00am - 12:00pm at 4100 East Mission Bay Drive in De Anza Cove. Sponsored by the City of San Diego Recreation Dept. Therapeutic Recreation Services. For more information, call 619-525-8247 or 525-8249TDD. 
----------------------------------------------------------------
RESOURCES:

Did you know that all active duty, reservists, retirees, DoD employees and their families are invited to use The Fleet & Family Support Center services and attend their programs?  To access the FFSC workshop schedule / descriptions, informative articles, resources, volunteer opportunities, command programs, and much more – visit  www.cnrsw.navy.mil/fsc. 

The FFSC offers:
*       Information and Referral
*       Ombudsman Support
*       Exceptional Family Member Program
*       General Life Skills Education
*       Clinical Counseling
*       Family Advocacy Program
*       Deployment Services
*       Relocation Assistance
*       Transition Assistance
*       Spouse Employment Assistance
*       Personal Financial Management
*       Sexual Assault Victim Intervention


To view The FFSC May 2007 Workshop Program Schedule, go to


 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/FFSC%20CAL-MAY%202007.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/FFSC%20CAL-MAY%202007.pdf
 
Class schedules are subject to change. Please call to confirm listed information prior to arrival.

New website for Chaperoned Trips for Adults with Disabilities

Their trips are very popular, and the participants have a great and SAFE time!  You can see photos and videos of their trips on this site, and see what trips are coming up. They are based in California, but will work with people from all over the country. Visit  
HYPERLINK "http://www.setravelclub.com/" \t "_blank"

http://www.setravelclub.com/

----------------------------------------------------------------

EDUCATION:

Have you heard of The Winston School? 

They are having an Open House on May 3rd from 12:00pm to 1:30pm. Meet the headmaster. Activities programs in the Arts, Athletics and Technology. The Winston School provides a college preparatory program for children with learning differences in grades 4 - 12.  They provide a 7:1 student to teacher ratio, with credentialed staff using multi-sensory teaching strategies. They also offer summer enrichment programs.
Located at 215 9th Street, Del Mar, CA 92014. For more information, call 858-259-8155 or visit 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.thewinstonschool.com" 

www.thewinstonschool.com
 
----------------------------------------------------------------
INPUT NEEDED FROM COMMUNITY:

Participants are needed for an online survey of employment outcomes
for individuals with Autism. Students who have graduated from high 
school or exited high school within the past ten years or parents/guardians
knowledgeable about thier students' experience are invited to participate. 
Go to 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=284633401755" 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=284633401755
 
If you would like a hard copy of the survey mailed to you or have questions, please email 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:judith_marco@ccpsnet.net" 
judith_marco@ccpsnet.net
.
----------------------------------------------------------------

OPPORTUNITIES:

Did you know that there are homeownership opportunities for
people with disabilities and families with exceptional children? 
There is a program called CalHFA HomeChoice, which is a 3% 30 year
loan program for people with disabilities and exceptional families. Go to

 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/CalHFAHomeChoice1.pdf" 
http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/CalHFAHomeChoice1.pdf
 to view program
details. Locally,  
 HYPERLINK "http://www.homes4angels.org/" 

http://www.homes4angels.org/
  assists people with
developmental disabilities and exceptional families in accessing 
homeownership and innovative housing opportunities.

----------------------------------------------------------------

RECREATION:

4/28/07  Join us for a Taco Plate Drive-thru at Stark Field, 4th Street & W. Lenrey Ave in El Centro, CA. This FUNraiser will benefit the Exceptional Family Resource Center of Imperial County. For more information, please call 760-355-0147. For details, go to 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/TacoPlate.pdf" 

http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/TacoPlate.pdf
 
5/11/07  Signing Storytime from 3:00 - 4:00pm at Java Mama in La Mesa.  This is a fun way to communicate with your child, by using your hands and it can assist you in developing your child's language skills.  Learn new American Sign Language (ASL) signs or practice ones you know through the magic of storytime. For more information, go to 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.javamama.com/" \t "_blank" 
www.javamama.com
 or 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.sdenrichmentplace.com/" \t "_blank" 
www.sdenrichmentplace.com
 

San Diego Family Magazine compiles a convenient camp guide each year. Their Camp & Summer Programs Directory can be found in the March 2007 issue and continues on in the April, May, June and July issues. For online information, visit 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.sandiegofamily.com/pages/Camp%20Directory.html" 

http://www.sandiegofamily.com/pages/Camp%20Directory.html
 

----------------------------------------------------------------

LEGISLATIVE:

----------------------------------------------------------------
REFERENCE POINTS: 
The Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP), in collaboration with the Center for Faith Based and Community Initiatives (CFBCI) and the Civil Rights Center (CRC) of the Department of Labor has developed a new brochure to help faith-based and community organizations (FBCOs) better understand the requirements of Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The publication is titled "Demystifying Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act". Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act requires recipients of Federal financial assistance, including FBCOs, to take certain positive actions to make their facilities and services accessible and available to persons with disabilities. The fact sheet can be found at 
HYPERLINK "http://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/faith.htm" \t "_blank"

http://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/faith.htm

ENCOURAGING FUTURE INNOVATION: YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION
A fact sheet for youth service providers about the benefits of entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial education. It contains a number of resources on making entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial education programs inclusive of youth with disabilities. To review the fact sheet, go to 
HYPERLINK "http://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/entrepreneurship.htm" \t "_blank"

http://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/entrepreneurship.htm
 

ENTERING THE WORLD OF WORK: WHAT YOUTH WITH MENTAL HEALTH NEEDS SHOULD KNOW ABOUT ACCOMMODATIONS
A fact sheet that provides information on disclosure, accommodations and examples of reasonable accommodations for youth with mental health needs entering the workforce. This fact sheet can be found at 
HYPERLINK "http://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/transitioning.htm" \t "_blank"

http://www.dol.gov/odep/pubs/fact/transitioning.htm

THE NATIONAL RESUME DATABASE
 The National Business & Disability Council's National Resume Database, was developed with the goal of bringing together top talent with disabilities and America's top employers in both the private and public sector.  This service is provided free of charge to job seekers with disabilities and is open to applicants who have earned or are expected to earn a two or four year degree within the next six months or have completed equivalent technical training.  Log onto 
HYPERLINK "http://www.nbdc.com" \t "_blank"

http://www.nbdc.com
  and click on Job Seekers. 

NEWSLETTER FROM THE NATIONAL YOUTH LEADERSHIP NETWORK
The newsletter is a created by young people, for young people. We hope it will be a source of information and entertainment for you. If you have any ideas of stories that we should cover or topics that we should write about, please let us know! The newsletter can be found at

HYPERLINK "http://nyln.org/newsroom/newsletter/Newsletter_Spring_06.htm" \t "_blank"

http://nyln.org/newsroom/newsletter/Newsletter_Spring_06.htm


REFERENCE POINTS was launched with the initial support from the National Center on Secondary Education and Transition www.ncset.org. REFERENCE POINTS is administered by the TATRA Project at PACER Center www.pacer.org, and funded by the U.S. Department of Education, Rehabilitation Services Administration.
----------------------------------------------------------------
INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK: 

“We all should know that diversity makes for a rich tapestry, and we must understand that all the threads of the tapestry are equal in value no matter what their color.” 
                                                            - Maya Angelou
----------------------------------------------

If you enjoyed this eNEWS, please consider forwarding it to
friends and family to spread the word of upcoming workshops
and events, links to new sites and up-to-date information 
about the special needs community. 
 HYPERLINK "http://www.efrconline.org/efrc.cfm?pid=listserve_friend" 

FORWARD TO  A FRIEND

This e-NEWS has been brought to you by

Exceptional Family Resource Center.

If you have comments or would like to unsubscribe,
please contact us at 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:info@efrconline.org" 

info@efrconline.org

For more information, visit our website

http://www.efrconline.org
April 26, 2007
Exceptional Family Resource Center does not promote or recommend any therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political, educational or religious views. Inclusion of information or resources does not necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by EFRC. Content is provided for informational purposes only.
SAN DIEGO DISABILITY ACTION COALITION ACTIVITIES AND EVENTS
  
The next Coalition meeting will be held at Access to Independence at 1295 University Ave., San Diego 92103 on Wednesday, May 2nd in the conference room upstairs.  The meeting will be held from 12 noon-2:00 pm and the agenda will be to continue planning our annual March and Rally for May 23rd, 2007. Several coalition members have already met and began planning the event  (including our flyer which is attached).  Please join us if you can - both next Wednesday and on May 23rd!
________________________________________________________________
SAN DIEGO
 

Tuesday, May 8, 2007, the City Council will be implementing the CDBG and Social Services Budgets and Consolidated Plans for adoption. The docket has not yet been created for this item, no docket # at this time. This is when the Council comes back with any changes that they would like to see to the Mayor's proposed FY2008 CDBG allocations including the ADA budget item (see fact sheet link below).  It is imperative that we have a strong showing of community members and ADA supporters at this council hearing to show the City Council how much support there is for this increase in CDBG funding.
A Fact Sheet that lists the funding sources for the $13.477 million and gives examples of the types of ADA improvements the City can produce with these funds can be accessed at the link below:

 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://echo3.bluehornet.com/ct/ct.php?t=1340748%26c=1224614578%26m=m%26type=1%26h=F363B7FB43FD6FF3DAB7239A30B7D9AF" \o "http://echo3.bluehornet.com/ct/ct.php?t=1340748&c=1224614578&m=m&type=1&h=F363B7FB43FD6FF3DAB7239A30B7D9AF" \t "_blank" 
http://www.sandiego.gov/mayor/pdf/ada_factsheet_4_20.pdf
 
______________________________________________________________
GRANTS
NCD has a research opportunity available. The following is a prerelease notice and it is posted at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.grants.gov/" \o "http://www.grants.gov" \t "_blank" 
www.grants.gov
 and on NCD’s Web site at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ncd.gov/resources_researchopps.htm" \o "http://www.ncd.gov/resources_researchopps.htm" \t "_blank" 
http://www.ncd.gov/resources_researchopps.htm
. If you have questions, please contact Joan Durocher at 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:jdurocher@ncd.gov" \o "mailto:jdurocher@ncd.gov" \t "_blank" 
jdurocher@ncd.gov
. Thank you.
 

Prerelease Notice 
National Council on Disability
The Vocational Rehabilitation Act:  Transition Outcomes and Effects 
April 5, 2007 – Initial Announcement of Funding OpportunityFunding Opportunity for a Cooperative Agreement:  NCD-07-02Application materials will be made available on May 7, 2007 at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ncd.gov/" \o "http://www.ncd.gov/" \t "_blank" 
www.ncd.gov

You can also request applications by writing to: 
Joan Durocher
National Council on Disability
1331 F Street, NW  Suite 850
Washington, DC  20004
Or by e-mail request at:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:jdurocher@ncd.gov" \o "mailto:jdurocher@ncd.gov" \t "_blank" 
jdurocher@ncd.gov

Applications will be due on June 15, 2007
Maximum amount available for this project:  $100,000
All potential applicants are eligible to apply
Cost sharing is not required
Project Overview: 
NCD is seeking researchers to assess the implementation of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, specifically related to transition from school to work and/or post-secondary education; as well as collaboration with post-secondary educational systems.  Traditionally, the VR program has been justified as a good investment, with supporters pointing to cost-benefit studies showing high positive ratios of earnings gains of former clients to money spent on program services and administration. But questions have been raised about whether the program is able to serve all those who are eligible and desire services, whether the services provided are sufficient in scope and suitably targeted to meet the needs of a diverse clientele, and whether the program’s effects persist over the long term.
Now, more than ever perhaps, effective vocational rehabilitation programs are necessary. Those responsible for decisions about the state-federal VR program need information about how those with disabilities are being served and what works. Individuals with disabilities are more likely to be unemployed or living in poverty than are Americans without disabilities. But many individuals, especially those with severe disabilities, are also in need of education, skill training, and other assistive services to effectively prepare them to take advantage of work opportunities.  There is a persistent high rate of unemployment among people with disabilities.  Though the high unemployment rate is due to a number of factors, there does appear to be a correlation between employability and education and training.  To be competitive in today’s world, one most often needs education and training beyond the secondary school level.  
NCD expects that the resulting report will be used by policymakers and the public to refine and strengthen the on-going implementation of the Rehabilitation Act.

________________________________________________________________________

NCD Health Care Research Opportunity Overview Information
National Council on Disability
Notice of Funding Opportunity
The Current State of Health Care for Americans with Disabilities
April 23, 2007 - Initial Announcement of Funding Opportunity
Funding Opportunity for a Cooperative Agreement:  NCD-07-01
Authority: Section 400, Title IV of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended
Application materials are available at  
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ncd.gov/" \o "http://www.ncd.gov/" \t "_blank" 
www.ncd.gov/resources_researchopps.htm
 
You also can request applications by writing to:
Julie Carroll
National Council on Disability
1331 F St NW Ste 850
Washington, DC  20004
or by e-mail request to: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:jcarroll@ncd.gov" \o "mailto:jcarroll@ncd.gov" \t "_blank" 
jcarroll@ncd.gov

Applications will be due on June 4, 2007 by 5:00 PM EDT
Deliver all materials to:
National Council on Disability
1331 F Street NW Suite 850
Washington, DC  20004-1107
ATTN:  Julie Carroll
Maximum amount available for this project:  $250,000
All potential applicants are eligible to apply
Cost sharing is not required
The estimated period of performance is August 1, 2007 - August 1, 2008
Project Summary
The National Council on Disability (NCD) is an independent federal agency charged with making recommendations to Congress and the Administration on issues, policies, and laws affecting people with disabilities. It is NCD's mission to promote policies, programs, practices, and procedures that guarantee equal opportunity for all individuals with disabilities, regardless of the nature or severity of the disability, and to empower individuals with disabilities to achieve economic self-sufficiency, independent living, and inclusion and integration into all aspects of society. NCD is responsible for gathering information about the implementation, effectiveness, and impact of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).
In the course of monitoring the impact of the ADA, NCD has learned that Americans with disabilities do not have equal access to quality health care and health promotion services, due in part to a lack of ADA implementation and enforcement in health care facilities, as well as to inadequate access to health insurance, deficiencies in health care coverage, and inadequate training of health care professionals.
The United States health care delivery system is touted by many to have outstanding providers, facilities, and technology. Many Americans enjoy easy access to care. However, not all Americans have full access to high quality health care, and too many Americans with disabilities have inadequate or no access to health care.
The lack of access to high quality health care can be particularly problematic for service members and veterans with disabilities, women with disabilities, and individuals with communication disabilities, such as people who are deaf or hard-of-hearing, people who are blind, people who have speech impairments, or people with intellectual disabilities. The consequences of these problems are often far-reaching, leading to unemployment, poverty, homelessness, the development of secondary health conditions, and a shortened life span.
NCD seeks to enter into a Cooperative Agreement with entities that have the knowledge and experience to conduct a study of the current state of health care for Americans with disabilities, with a particular focus on service members and veterans with disabilities, women with disabilities, and individuals with communication disabilities. Partnerships and collaborative efforts are encouraged to ensure that appropriate expertise is brought to bear on this complex project involving diverse stakeholders. Input must be gathered from individuals with disabilities, health care providers, and health insurers. An NCD report blending a similar mix of perspectives can be viewed in The Current State of Transportation for People with Disabilities in the United States (June 2005) at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2005/currentstate.htm" \o "http://www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2005/currentstate.htm" \t "_blank" 
www.ncd.gov/newsroom/publications/2005/current_state.htm
.
The entire research opportunity can be found at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.ncd.gov/research_opportunity/currentstate_04-23-07.htm" \o "http://www.ncd.gov/research_opportunity/currentstate_04-23-07.htm" \t "_blank" 
http://www.ncd.gov/research_opportunity/currentstate_04-23-07.htm
. 
______________________________________________________________
CALIFORNIA
 

The Arc of California April 23, 2007 Monday Morning Memo is published 
on at: 

 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.arccalifornia.org/monday_morning_memo.htm" \t "_blank" 
http://www.arccalifornia.org/monday_morning_memo.htm
.
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May 23, 2007
Join us as we come together in solidarity for the
4th Annual
Disability
Capitol Action Day
In Sacramento, CA
Activities include an Educational Forum, Resource Fair, March, Rally at the State Capitol, and Legislative Visits
Travel funds may be available to assist people in getting to and from Sacramento - outreach form and their letter is attached.  For more information, please log onto their website at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cfilc.org/" \t "_blank" 
www.cfilc.org
. You can also contact them by calling (916)325-1690, (916)325-1695TDD 
________________________________________________________________________

 

California Disability Community Action Network 
Advocacy Without Borders: Connecting People With Disabilities, Mental Health Needs, Seniors, Traumatic Brain & other injuries, People with MS & other health needs,  Families, Workers, Providers, & Organizations to Rights & Unified Action
DISABILITY RIGHTS NEWS REPORT
Report #051-2007  April 19, 2007 - Thursday
To respond to this email, reply to: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:martyomoto@rcip.com" \o "mailto:martyomoto@rcip.com" \t "_blank" 
martyomoto@rcip.com
   CDCAN website:  
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cdcan.us/" \o "http://www.cdcan.us" \t "_blank" 
www.cdcan.us


BREAKING NEWS
* SENATE BUDGET SUBCOMMITTEE REJECTS IHSS FUNDING FREEZE PROPOSAL
* VOTES 2-1 TO DEFEAT GOVERNOR'S PROPOSAL - FOLLOWS ASSEMBLY ACTION
* APPROVES GOV'S PROPOSAL TO FULLY FUND SSI/SSP 2008 COST OF LIVING 

SACRAMENTO  -  With the hearing room packed with advocates, people with disabilities, seniors and workers, the Senate Budget and Fiscal Review Subcommittee #3 on Health, Human Services, Labor and Veteran Affairs today (April 19) voted 2-1 to reject the Governor's proposal to freeze the level of State funding for In-Home Supportive Services worker wages and benefits, and also voted 2-1 to approve the Governor's proposal to fully fund SSI/SSP  (Supplemental Security Income/State Supplemental Payment) cost of living increases that go into effect January 1, 2008.   The Senate Budget Subcommittee action follows an identical action taken by its counterpart in the Assembly last week on April 11th (see below).  With both houses rejecting the Governor's proposal, the issue - at least for the time being - is dead.   (More details coming! A full CDCAN Report on the hearing will be released in a few hours today (or can be viewed at the CDCAN website at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.cdcan.us/" \o "http://www.cdcan.us" \t "_blank" 
www.cdcan.us
 )

Both Democrats Reject Governor's Proposal - WIth The Republican Member Opposing 
Sen. Elaine Alquist (Democrat - San Jose, 13th District), subcommittee chair, and and Sen. Alex Padilla (Democrat - Pacoima, 20th DIstrict) voted to reject the Governor's IHSS funding freeze proposal, and vote to approve the Governor's proposal to fully fund SSI/SSP cost of living increases.  Sen. Dave Cogdill (Republican - Modesto, 14th District) voted no on both action items.  

Hearing Room Packed - Dozens Testify
The subcommittee heard from nearly 40 persons - including IHSS workers, persons with disabilities, (including developmental), seniors, and other individuals and organizations, in opposition to the Governor's proposal that advocates say would have the impact of freezing wages and benefits and result in loss of workers for thousands of people who need IHSS.
A smaller number also testified in support of funding cost of living increases scheduled to take effect January 1, 2008 for SSI/SSP grants. Advocates - who opposed the Governor's IHSS funding freeze proposal, praised his proposed budget that includes money to fully those increases though expressed concern about possible cuts to those grants in May when the revisions to the proposed budget
 HYPERLINK "" \o "budget/2007-2008/SenateBudgetSub3Attachment03-04192007.pdf" 

 are released.

Assembly Previously Rejected Governor's IHSS Funding Freeze Proposal April 11th
* The April 11th Assembly Budget Subcommittee vote on the IHSS budget issue  was a stunning rejection of Schwarzenegger Administration because  neither of the subcommittee's two Republicans - both conservatives -  voted to support the Governor's plan.  Assemblymember Bill Maze (Republican - Visalia, 34th District)  voted to abstain as he wanted to keep the issue open until the Governor submits revisions in May to his proposed budget for 2007-2008 - but even Maze, a conservative Republican, expressed reservations about the Governor's proposal.  
* Assemblymember John Benoit (Republican - Riverside, 64th District) either voted with the Democrats to oppose the Governor's proposal or withheld his vote as Maze did (during the hearing, as CDCAN reported earlier, it sounded and appeared that Benoit voted "aye" - though later unofficial committee records seem to indicate he either abstained or did not vote (though he was present).  
* The Assembly subcommittee did not hear SSI/SSP or Cash Assistance for Immigrants Program issues, which it will hear on May 2.  The Governor's current budget proposal does not contain any reductions to SSI/SSP - though advocates are worried that the revisions that come out to the proposed budget in May by the Governor may contain cuts in the form of extending suspension of the State cost of living portion of the grants. 

________________________________________________________________________


California State Regulations
* REGULATIONS UPDATE -  SEVERAL PROPOSED OPEN FOR COMMENT
* IMPACT TO PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES AND SENIORS, MENTAL HEALTH

SACRAMENTO -  Listed below, compiled by CDCAN,  are proposed and adopted California regulations issued by state agencies since January 1, 2007 and listed in the order of the public comment deadline.  Also listed are proposed regulations that are still not yet released by a department for public comment.   CDCAN will issue a separate report covering federal regulations - and at a later date, local ordinances.  A separate CDCAN report is coming out tonight covering update on legislation.  

CDCAN monitors all departments and commissions for proposed regulations that have some impact on persons with disabilities, mental health needs, seniors, people with traumatic brain and other injuries, people with MS and other health issues, their families, workers, and others covering issues ranging from accessible and affordable housing, transportation, employment, special and adult education, healthcare (Medi-Cal), support services, access rights and other issues.  

Regulations play a critical role in how a law passed by the State Legislature - or how a law passed by the US Congress is actually implemented.  

There currently no  regulations open for public comment related to Medi-Cal (Department of Health Care Services, formerly Department of Health Services), or In-Home Supportive Services, SSI/SSP, Adult Protective Services, Community Care Licensing (all under the Department of Social Services)
RECENT ADOPTED AND PROPOSED REGULATIONS
ADOPTED Regulation:
SPECIAL INTEREST LICENSE PLATES
State Agency Proposing: Department of Motor Vehicles (California Business, Transportation & Housing Agency)
Public Comment Deadline:  Deadline passed
Actions:
10/20/06 - Proposed [Register 2006, No. 42-Z, CRNR, 10/20/06, page 1567-1568
12/04/06 - Public comment deadline
03/26/07 - ADOPTED  [Register 2006, No. 42-Z, CRNR, 10/20/06, page 1567-1568
04/25/07 - Effective date [Register 2007, No. 14-Z CRNR, 04/06/07 page 610
What Adopted Regulation Does:
Amends rules relating to special interest license plates. Prescribes the departmental form to be used by a person applying for a Disabled Person License Plate or Placard.

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-OAL06-1010-01.htm" 


 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm


frame-OAL06-1010-01.htm" 
Go to CDCAN website at www.cdcan.us (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations. 

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-OAL06-1010-01.htm" 


California Law Impacted:
Title 13 of the California Code of Regulations sections 182.0, 1821.01, 182.02
Agency Contact For This Regulation:
Deborah Baity, Regulations Coordinator
Department of Motor Vehicles,
PO Box 932382, Mail Station E-244, Sacramento, CA 94232-3820
Phone: 916-657-5690  Fax 916-657-1204 
Email comments:  
 HYPERLINK "mailto:dbaity@dmv.ca.gov" \o "mailto:dbaity@dmv.ca.gov" \t "_blank" 
dbaity@dmv.ca.gov
  [public comment period passed - regulation ADOPTED]
<>Proposed Regulation
BEHAVIOR MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
State Agency Proposing: Department of Developmental Services (California Health & Human Services Agency)
15-Day Public Comment Deadline: Deadline passed
Actions:
10/13/06 - Proposed  
11/28/06 - 45-Day Public Comment deadline
02/15/07 - 15-Day Public Comment deadline [no other action since this date - status is "PENDING"]
What Proposed Regulation Does:
The Department of Developmental Services proposes to amend Title 17, California Code of Regulations, Division 2, Chapter 3, Subchapter 2, by amending section 54342, extending the deadline by which Behavior Management Consultants must acquire 12 semester units in applied behavior analysis.

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-behaviormanagement.htm" 


 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm


frame-behaviormanagement.htm" 
Go to CDCAN website at www.cdcan.us (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations. 
<>
 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-behaviormanagement.htm" 


California State Law Impacted:
Title 17 of the California Code of Regulations, section 54342.
Agency Contact for this Proposed Regulation:
Diana Nicolaou, Department of Developmental Services
Phone: 916/654-1760  Fax: 916/654-2775
Email address: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:dnicolao@dds.ca.gov.%5b" \o "mailto:dnicolao@dds.ca.gov.[" \t "_blank" 
dnicolao@dds.ca.gov.[
15-day public comment period closed]

Proposed Regulation: 
SPECIAL EDUCATION - PROCEDURAL SAFEGUARDS & HEARING OFFICERS
State Agency Proposing: Department of Education (Superintendent of Public Instruction)
45-Day Public Comment Deadline:  Deadline PASSED - comment period closed
Actions:
01/26/07 - Proposed  [Register 2007, No. 4-Z, CRNR, 01/26/2007, pages 123-125]
03/12/07 - Public comment deadline   [no other action since this date - status is "PENDING"]
What Proposed Regulation Does: 
Amends rules to give parents an opportunity to present complaints regarding any matter related to the education or placement of the child, or the provisions of Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) guidelines.

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-specialed.htm" 


 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm


frame-specialed.htm" 
Go to CDCAN website at www.cdcan.us (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations. 
<>
 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-specialed.htm" 


California Law Impacted:
Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations
Agency Contact For This Proposed Regulation:
Debra Strain, Regulations Coordinator
Legal Division, Department of Education
1430 N St, Room 5319, Sacramento, CA 95814
Fax 916-319-0155
Email comments: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:regcomments@cde.ca.gov" \o "mailto:regcomments@cde.ca.gov" \t "_blank" 
regcomments@cde.ca.gov
 [45-day public comment period closed]

Proposed Regulation:
SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER SERVICES
State Agency Proposing: Department of Health Services (California Health & Human Services Agency)
45-Day Public Comment Deadline:  Deadline passed - comment period closed.
Actions: 
03/02/07 - Proposed  [Register 2007, No. 9-Z, CRNR, 03/02/2007, pages 409-412]
04/20/07 - Public comment deadline [no other action since this date, status is "PENDING"]
What Proposed Regulation Does: 
Amends rules relating to sign language interpreter services. Provides definitions of terms.

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-dhslanguageintrepeters.htm" 


 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm


frame-dhslanguageintrepeters.htm" 
Go to CDCAN website at www.cdcan.us (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations. 
<>
 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-dhslanguageintrepeters.htm" 


California Law Impacted:
Title 22 of the California Code of Regulations, Sections 51098.5, 51202.5, 51309.5, 51503.3
Agency Contact For This Proposed Regulation:
Office of Regulations, Department of Health Services
MS 0015, 1501 Capitol Ave
PO Box 997413
Sacramento, CA 95899-7413
Fax 916-440-7714
Email comments: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:regulation@dhs.ca.gov" \o "mailto:regulation@dhs.ca.gov" \t "_blank" 
regulation@dhs.ca.gov
  [public comment period closed]

Proposed Regulation:
SPECIAL EQUIPMENT - WHEELCHAIR LIFTS
State Agency Proposing: California Highway Patrol (California Business, Transportation & Housing Agency)   
45-Day Public Comment Deadline:  05/07/07
Actions: 
03/23/07 - Proposed  [Register 2007, No. 12-Z, CRNR, 03/23/2007, pages. 515-517]
What Proposed Regulation Does:
Amends the effective dates of the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards (FMVSS) to fully harmonize the regulation with the federal standards which apply to all wheelchair lifts intended to be installed in motor vehicles. 

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-wheelchairlifts.htm" 


 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm


frame-wheelchairlifts.htm" 
Go to CDCAN website at www.cdcan.us (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations. 
<>
 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-wheelchairlifts.htm" 


California Law Impacted:
Title 13 CCR Sec(s) 1090
Agency Contact For This Proposed Regulation::    
Cris Morgan, California Highway Patrol
Commercial Vehicle Section
Phone: 916/445-1865  Fax: 916/446-4579
Email address for comments: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:cvsregs@chp.ca.gov" \o "mailto:cvsregs@chp.ca.gov" \t "_blank" 
cvsregs@chp.ca.gov
  

Proposed Regulation:
DISABLED VETERAN ENTERPRISE BUSINESS INCENTIVE
State Agency Proposing:  Department of General Services (California State & Consumer Services Agency)
45-Day Public Comment Deadline: 05/25/07
Actions:
04/06/07 - Proposed  [Register 2007, No. 14-Z, CRNR, 04/06/2007, page 579]
What Proposed Regulation Does:
Adopts rule to create a Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE) incentive program for use by all State agencies when awarding contracts.

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm" 
Go to CDCAN website at www.cdcan.us (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations. 

California Law Impacted:
Title 2 of the California Code of Regulations Sections 1896.99.120, 1896.99.100
Agency Contact For This Proposed Regulation:      
Melodie Cato, Regulations Contact - Department of General Services
707 3rd St, 1st floor, Room 400
West Sacramento, CA 95605
Phone: 916-375-4935
Email comments: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:melodie.cato@dgs.ca.gov" \o "mailto:melodie.cato@dgs.ca.gov" \t "_blank" 
melodie.cato@dgs.ca.gov

<>Proposed Regulation:
STATE SPECIAL SCHOOL EMPLOYEES
State Agency Proposing: Department of Education (State Superindendent of Public Instruction)
45-Day Public Comment Deadline: 06/11/07
Actions: 
04/13/07 - Proposed  [Register 2007, No. 15-Z, CRNR, 04/13/2007, page. 621]
What Proposed Regulation Does:
Amends, adds, and deletes rules on Employees of the California State Special Schools for the Deaf, Blind, or State Diagnostic Centers. Revises rules that apply only to those employees who are exempt (from civil service) teaching staff at the subject facilities.

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm" 
Go to CDCAN website at www.cdcan.us (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations. 

 HYPERLINK "" \o "frame-statespecialschoolsemployment.htm" 


California Law Impacted:
Title 5 of the California Code of Regulations sections 17600 -17609, 17624 -17634, 17638 -17650
Agency Contact For This Proposed Regulation::
Rebecca Newland, Manager, Department of Education
1430 N St, Room 1801
Sacramento, CA 95814
Email address: 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:bnewland@cde.ca.gov" \o "mailto:bnewland@cde.ca.gov" \t "_blank" 
bnewland@cde.ca.gov

    
PROPOSED REGULATIONS NOT YET RELEASED
Below are proposed regulations not yet issued by any department, either waiting for further review internally or for other reasons not yet released officially for public comment.  It is possible these regulations might never be released or take a totally different form at a later date.  
SUPPORTED LIVING SERVICES 
State Agency Responsible:  Department of Developmental Services (under California Health & Human Services Agency)
Status: As of 04/24/07, NO proposed regulations have been issued.  
Background: The most current public version is the draft proposed regulations issued July 2005.  While the Department of Developmental Services did revise the draft proposed regulations based on comments received, nothing official has been released. They have said officially the proposed regulations are still being reviewed "internally" presumably by the Department of Finance and also by the California Health and Human Services Agency. 
There is no date that department officials have indicated these proposed regulations will be issued.  
More Information:  A CDCAN Townhall Telemeeting was held on the subject in June 2006, and the subject came up as an update in several townhall telemeetings held during the Fall of 2006 and early 2007 in telemeetings that featured the director of the Department of Developmental Services.  
Go to CDCAN website (click "Regulations") for more information about this and other regulations including a copy of the draft regulations for Supported Living Services from 2005 (most recent public copy available).  
 

________________________________________________________________
NATIONAL
 


 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://capwiz.com/thearc/utr/1/CFBXHAVCJN/FLKGHAVCTT/1155496021" \o "http://capwiz.com/thearc/utr/1/CFBXHAVCJN/FLKGHAVCTT/1155496021" \t "_blank" 
Capitol Insider
Volume 12, Issue 16 – April 23, 2007
 
In this week's issue, you can read about: 
· Taxes and Minimum Wage – Supplemental Appropriations 

· Medicare 

· Medicaid 

· Hate Crimes 

· Emergency Management 

· Government Accountability Office 

· Autism 

· IDEA Funding 

· Appropriations - FY 2007 Supplemental 

· FY 2008 Budget Resolution 

         Taxes 
         Other Provisions 
         Timelines
· Fy 2008 Appropriations 

· Earmarks 

· Health 

· Social Security and Medicare 

· No Child Left Behind 

· Announcements

________________________________________________________________________

 

Creating a Vision: Survey for Youth with Disabilities
 

Hello young disability activists,
 

A group of young leaders are working on a presentation for theNational Council on Independent Living (NCIL) conference. We have the opportunity to present twice at this year's conference. We will share what young people want for the future and our direction for the Disability Rights Movement.
 

We really want this vision statement to represent what you andother young people think is important for the Movement. We've created a short survey. Please take time to share any ideas or comments. Many times older adults in the disability community say that they want to see us "take the reins" [take control] but they don't really listen to what we have to say about the Movement. This is our chance! 
 

If you could fill out the survey (the link is below) before May 20th 2007 we would appreciate it. Please email us at: surveydisculture@gmail.com if you have any questions or ifyou want to be part of a conference call to talk more about disability culture and disability community. 
     
We would also like to hear from adults in the disability community. We know you all have good ideas to for the future of the community too.
 

Find the survey at:   

 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=334633619052" \t "_blank" 
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=334633619052

[The survey should take between 10-25 minutes]
 

Lead on!
Source: Disability Activist Collective
________________________________________________________________________

Housing Vouchers: 2007 Estimates; Project-Based Housing Vouchers' GAO  Report; and Project-based vouchers and LIHTC - # 205 (4/07).
 

This bulletin addresses three issues related to "Housing Vouchers,"
 a/k/a Section 8.
 

First, the "good" news.  The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities released its "Estimates of 2007 Voucher Funding" based on the new funding formula.  CBPP emphasizes that these are only estimates.  Given that caveat, "every single [state and local housing] agency will receive sufficient funds to maintain the vouchers in use in 2006, and most will be able to restore some of the vouchers cut in recent years and serve additional families. [Emphasis added].  In addition, agencies that have reserved vouchers for use in new developments of affordable housing will for the first time receive funding to cover these commitments in 2007. By contrast, had the formula remained unchanged, agencies would have experience about an 8 percent prorated cut in the funding they were due under the old formula (substantially deeper than the more than 5 percent cut they experienced in FY 06, despite the increase in overall funding.)"
 

Second, a recent Government Accountability Office report to Congress focused on "Project-Based Rental Assistance," i.e., only project-based housing vouchers and only between 2001 and 2005.  A number of its findings may surprise some folks:
 

92% of project-based Section 8 housing owners renewed their contracts - they did NOT drop out of the voucher program.
 

Of the 8% where Section 8 contracts were not renewed, 6% opted out due to"market conditions," i.e., higher rents were the primary consideration by the owners, and more properties rented to families left the program than when rented to individuals. [The other 2% were terminated.]
 

Renewed Section 8 contracts can renew with rents that are elevated to market rents through the Mark-up-to-Market HUD program OR renew with rents that are reduced to market rents through the Mark-to-Market HUD program.
 

Third, the 2005 data for the Low-Income Housing Tax Credits recently was published.  One table provided information on the percent of housing tax credit units that also received Project-based Section 8 vouchers. Remember that "affordability" of LIHTC units for people with disabilities often depends on rent subsidies including Project-based vouchers.  Some states used project-based vouchers to ensure that the lowest-income people could afford those units (Conn 51% of LIHTC units also used project-based vouchers, Georgia 40%, N.  Carolina 43%), and some States did not use these vouchers at all (Texas 0%, MI 0%, CA 0%).
 

Disability Advocates:
 

1.  Check with your local housing authorities to determine how many additional vouchers will be available.  Will any persons with disabilities receive them?
 

2.  Are you working with project-based developers who might need
 elevated market rents through the Mark-up-to-Market program?
 

3.  In your State, how many persons on SSI with a disability can "afford" LIHTC units?  What are the advocates doing to obtain subsidies?
 

Stop complaining; Don't mourn; Organize!
Steve Gold, The Disability Odyssey continues
________________________________________________________________________

 

 Disability Potpourri - Week of 4/16/07
 

 1. ONLINE PETITION  Ask Bush to Sign the UN Convention!!! 
 

 2. Two in five polling sites inaccessible to disabled voters in
   New Jersey 
 

 3. Public meeting of the US Department of State and US Agency for
   International Development Advisory Committee on Persons with
   Disabilities 
 

 4. AARP to become Medicare insurer 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
We're up to 250 signatures  keep them coming!! Spread the word!!
 ONLINE PETITION  Ask Bush to Sign the UN Convention!!!
 

Action Alert: PETITION
>             
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.aapd.com/UN/petition.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.aapd.com/UN/petition.html

 

History was made on March 30, 2007 at the signing ceremony for the  United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with  Disabilities, but the U.S. wasn't a part of it. 
 

Over 80 countries have signed the treaty so far, and it's time  that the U.S. joined them and continued its legacy as a global leader on the rights of people with disabilities!
 

AAPD has created an online petition to demonstrate the strong and  broad interest in having the U.S. sign the Convention. By signing  the petition, you are showing your support for the Convention and  for the human rights of all people with disabilities. 
 

WHAT:  Sign the online petition, and spread the word!
 

WHERE: 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.aapd.com/UN/petition.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.aapd.com/UN/petition.html

 

WHEN:  Now!!!
 

AAPD asks for petitioners to provide their names, email addresses,  and mailing addresses. Only your name will be visible online in  the list of signatories. AAPD will not share or sell any of your  contact information but requests this information for purposes of  contacting you in the future when we may need to again generate  support for civil and human rights of people with disabilities. 
 

Source: AAPD
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Two In Five Polling Sites Inaccessible To Disabled Voters in New Jersey
 

Polls still off-limits to disabled
 

Two in five polling sites in New Jersey were inaccessible to  disabled voters over the past three years, a violation of state  and federal law, according to a scathing report by the state  Department of the Public Advocate to be released Monday.
 

The draft report, obtained by The Record, follows an investigation  that state officials believe is the most sweeping government  initiative of its kind in the nation. It involved more than 1,700  inspections through seven major elections, and ultimately blames  county officials and the state Attorney General's Office for  allowing such inequality to persist.
 

To read the entire article, go to: 
www.northjersey.com/page.php?qstr=eXJpcnk3ZjczN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXk2MDcmZmdiZWw3Zjd2cWVlRUV5eTcxMTAzNjImeXJpcnk3ZjcxN2Y3dnFlZUVFeXky 
 

 SOURCE: The Record (New Jersey newspaper)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Public meeting of the US Department of State and US Agency for  International Development Advisory Committee on Persons with  Disabilities
 

The Advisory Committee on Persons with Disabilities will conduct  its fourth public meeting on Wednesday, May 2, 2007 from 9 a.m. -  4 p.m. in the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade  Center, 1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington, DC  20004.  For  directions, see 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.itcdc.com/" \t "_blank" 
http://www.itcdc.com

 

Attendees must have valid, government-issued identification, such  as a Driver's License or passport, in order to enter the building.   Attendees requiring reasonable accommodation should indicate their  requirements one week prior to the event to Stephanie Ortoleva at  ortolevas@state.gov.
 

Established on June 23, 2004, the Advisory Committee serves the Secretary and the Administrator in an advisory capacity with  respect to the consideration of the interests of persons with  disabilities in formulation and implementation of U.S. foreign  policy and foreign assistance.   The Committee is established  under the general authority of the Secretary and the Department of  State as set forth in Title 22 of the United States Code, in  particular Sections 2656 and 2651a, and in accordance with the  Federal Advisory Committee Act, as amended.   
 

To read the entire Federal Register notice, go to: 
http://a257.g.akamaitech.net/7/257/2422/01jan20071800/edocket.access.gpo.gov/2007/E7-6873.htm
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
AARP Says It Will Become Major Medicare Insurer While Remaining a  Consumer Lobby 
 

AARP, the lobby for older Americans, announced Monday that it  would become a major participant in the nation's health insurance  market, offering a health maintenance organization to Medicare  recipients and several other products to people 50 to 64 years  old.
 

The products for people under 65 include a managed care plan,  known as a preferred provider organization, and a high-deductible  insurance policy that could be used with a health savings account.
 

When the new coverage becomes available next year, AARP will be  the largest provider of private insurance to Medicare recipients.  In addition to the new H.M.O., AARP will continue providing  prescription drug coverage and policies to supplement Medicare, known as Medigap coverage.
 

William D. Novelli, the chief executive of AARP, said, "In  launching these initiatives, we are driven by our mission to  create a healthier America." 
 

The group also said it would use its leverage to reshape the  health insurance market. The organization has 38 million members,  and Mr. Novelli said it hoped to have 50 million by 2011. 
 

To read the entire article, go to:

 HYPERLINK "" 
www.nytimes.com/2007/04/17/health/17insure.html?ref=us

 

SOURCE: New York Times
Source: AAPD
 

________________________________________________________________
 

Survey to Influence Wireless Phone Design, Services
 

AAPD encourages you to take an online survey that could help influence the design and development of more accessible and usable wireless phones and services. It is sponsored by the Rehabilitation Engineering Research Center for Wireless Technology, "Wireless RERC", at Georgia Tech University. This 10-minute online accessible survey is on the Internet at 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.wirelessrerc.gatech.edu/survey/coverletter_p2.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.wirelessrerc.gatech.edu/survey/coverletter_p2.html

 

 It's also available as hard copy or can be completed over the
 phone by contacting:
 

 Lynne Broderick, 2020 Peachtree Road, NW, Atlanta, GA 30309
 Voice: (404) 367-1348; Toll-free: (800) 582-6360
 Email: wirelessrerc@shepherd.org or
       lynne_broderick@shepherd.org
 

You can also sign up for their Consumer Advisory Network (CAN) for information and resources about accessibility of wireless devices.
 

----------------
 

The Wireless RERC is funded by the National Institute for  Disability and Rehabilitation Research to "promote equitable  access to and use of wireless technologies by people with  disabilities and encourage adoption of Universal Design in future generations of wireless devices and applications."
 

Source: Wireless RERC 
 

________________________________________________________________________

The following article appeared in the New York Times.
 

In 2005, the Surgeon General issued a Call to Action to Improve the Health and Wellness of Persons with Disabilities, recognizing the link between health and quality of life. The Call to Action called on health care service providers, community leaders, advocates, and the public to work together to address the challenges facing people with disabilities in accessing healthcareand wellness services so that all people live long, healthy, productive lives.    
 

To read the Call to Action report in its entirety, visit:

 HYPERLINK "" 
www.surgeongeneral.gov/library/disabilities/calltoaction/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Fitness a Struggle for Disabled People 
 

April 16, 2007
3:20 p.m. ET
By The Associated Press
 

CHARLESTON, W.V. (AP) - Three times a week, Vince Stankoski is lifted from his wheelchair onto a stationary bicycle. Electrodes are attached to three of his muscle groups, coaxing his paralyzedlegs to pedal.
 

It is the highlight of his workout.
 

"I like that I can look down at my legs and still see muscles there," says the Allentown, Pa., man who lost the use of his legsafter falling from a tree in 1998.
 

Apart from the bike, he also likes using the upper body weights, which come equipped with a seat that swivels away so he can move his wheelchair into position and lift.
 

Stankoski is one of the fortunate ones. He belongs to a gym specifically designed to accommodate people with disabilities.
 

Few other disabled people have that option. The basics of good health -- diet and exercise -- often present challenges for peoplewith disabilities, a situation made more difficult by a common assumption that disability and poor health go hand in hand.
 

The result, according to the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is that people with disabilities -- roughly 19 percent of all Americans -- are far less healthy than the average American. Since those with disabilities are the biggest users of medical services, that disparity could be costing hundreds of millions of tax dollars a year.
 

Those costs are likely to increase as the baby boomer generation grows older and more susceptible to disabilities.
 

"There's an enormous number of barriers that people with disabilities face when they try to become healthy," says Dr. JamesRimmer, director of the National Center on Physical Activity & Disability, and a professor at the University of Illinois at Chicago.
 

Those barriers range from health clubs that view people with disabilities as potential liabilities to public health campaigns that bypass them entirely.
 

"There's a mind-set that people with disabilities are also ill andthey shouldn't be exercising," says Jerry McCole, who heads the National Disability Sports Alliance. The group promotes athletic competition and physical activity among people with cerebral palsy, traumatic brain injury, stroke and other physically disabling conditions.
 

"It's like any minority group -- out of sight, out of mind," McCole says.
 

But people with disabilities are increasingly hard to overlook. Ina first-of-its-kind study released last fall, the CDC found that those with disabilities were more than four times more likely to be in fair or poor health than those who are not disabled. Those with disabilities were also more likely to smoke and to be obese and physically inactive. In West Virginia, the numbers are even worse.
 

Deborrah Pittman, head of the computer science department at Bluefield State College in West Virginia, was diagnosed with multiple sclerosis in 1997 and sometimes uses a wheelchair. She lives in a state where one in four adults is disabled, the highestrate in the country.
 

Pittman says she's lucky that a gym in Bluefield, near the Virginia border, has one or two pieces of equipment she can use toget an upper body workout.
 

Part of the problem, according to experts, is the common assumption that people with disabilities are simply unable to takeon physical tasks.
 

"People with disabilities can be healthy, and people without disabilities can be unhealthy," says John Crews, a lead scientistfor the CDC's Disability and Health Team. But the perception persists, even in public health, that the opposite is true.
 

"Public health has a kind of uncomfortable relationship with disability. People with disabilities tend to be viewed by people in public health as a failure of primary prevention," Crews said.
 

That's starting to change. In January, Rimmer and a group of doctors and advocates launched the Inclusive Fitness Coalition tourge private health clubs and gyms to make universal accessibilitypart of their basic service.
 

At places such as Optimal Fitness, where Stankoski works out, that's already happening. Optimal Fitness is part of Good Shepherd, an acute care rehabilitation hospital. The fitness center is open to hospital patients and employees, but also to anyone with a qualifying disability.
 

There's no nearby exercise alternative for people like Stankoski.The next nearest place is 60 miles away in Philadelphia.
 

"Things changed really fast for me," Stankoski says, recalling theaccident that paralyzed him. But rehabilitation and regular fitness have helped him to stay trim and muscular.
 

"Since I started here, everything's been going good," he says.
Source: New York Times
________________________________________________________________________

Action Alert: Boycott Hate
Boycott Hate
 

On Monday, April 16th, 2007 Center for Independent Living of North Central Florida staff at the Ocala branch office received a call from a consumer who was concerned about a street sign posted in front of Hercules Fence Co., Inc. and Good Guys Auto Service in Ocala, FL. The sign read: "What has four-wheels and flies? A dead cripple in a wheelchair."  
 

Upon finding the sign, CIL staffer, Carol Terrillion, entered the business and raised the issue with the employees. No one was willing to take responsibility for the sign or take it down. CIL staff immediately went to work, plugging into local consumer and community networks. Additionally, CIL staff quickly organized a protest and press conference in front of Hercules Fence/Good Guys Auto Service. NCIL joins the CIL in asking people to participate in a telephone campaign to educate this business about this hateful treatment of people with disabilities.
 

Hercules Fence can be reached at (352) 624-1822.
 

On Tuesday, April 17th, 2007 CIL Director, William Kennedy, led a press conference and protest. The press conference was covered by local TV, radio and print media. Advocates from FACL, FILC, the Advocacy Center for People with Disabilities, and others got the word out statewide. By the end of the day we estimate that over 100 callers voiced their disgust with the sign by placing telephone calls to the businesses. Local ABC affiliate TV20 ran coverage of the press conference at 6 PM and 11 PM. 
 

On Wednesday, April 18th, 2007 the story ran on the front page of the Ocala Star Banner and it was the topic of discussion on all three major local radio talk shows. The CBS affiliate Channel 10 from Tampa Bay as well as ABC affiliate Channel 9 from Orlando visited both the business and the CIL. While at Hercules Fence/Good Guy Auto Service the Channel 10 reporters were assaulted by employees of the company and pushed out the door. The reporters met with Marion County Sheriffs' deputies at the CIL office and filed a police report. A report also aired on WESH Ch. 2 in Orlando and WJXT Ch. 4 in Jacksonville.
 

In the afternoon CIL Director went to an area sign company and had a sign made: a 2 x 8 ft. magnetic sign which read "Boycott Hate." 
William stuck the sign on his van and drove out to Hercules Fence/Good Guy Auto Service location and parked in front of the business in time to be seen by 5 o'clock traffic. Maricamp Road, where the business is located, is a major thoroughfare. Many cars honked and gave a thumbs-up to William. However, at one point William was confronted by an employee and business patron and a small shouting match/debate ensued. 
 

NCIL urges advocates to contact Hercules and express outrage over this ignorant hate speech. Hercules Fence can be reached at (352) 624-1822. Much thanks to all Center for Independent Living staff who confronted the business and continue to raise awareness about the rights of people with disabilities in Florida.
 

"To read more about this shocking case and to see a picture of the sign itself, go to:

 HYPERLINK "" 
www.ocala.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070418/NEWS/

204180336/1001/NEWS01"
Source: NCIL
________________________________________________________________________

UN Petition Updates - Week of 4/23/07
 

1. No contribution needed on petition site!!
 

2. 884 signatures and counting!!!
 

3. U.S. State Department Responds to Disability Advocate's Request
for Explanation Regarding US Failure to Sign UN Treaty
 

4. Local Support for UN Convention Continues to Grow
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
No contribution needed on petition site!!
 

Several JFA readers have written in to state concern about the webpage which immediately follows a signer's submission of signature, which asks for a financial contribution to the website maintaining the petition. 
 

AAPD would like to emphasize that there is no need or requirement to contribute to the web hosting service in order to participate in the online petition. The webpage that follows immediately after a successful signature submission comes from the hosting service and NOT from AAPD. The solicitation of contributions for the web hosting service was not the decision of AAPD and is the result of the hosting being a free service.
 

We apologize for any confusion or off-putting response that this has generated.
SOURCE: AAPD
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
884 signatures and counting!!!
 

As of this morning, the online petition has generated 884 signatures! Spread the word, and let's continue to see this number grow and multiply!
 

To read the letter to President Bush and sign the petition, go to:

 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.aapd.com/UN/petition.html" \t "_blank" 
http://www.aapd.com/UN/petition.html

SOURCE: AAPD
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
U.S. State Department Responds to Disability Advocate's Request for Explanation Regarding US Failure to Sign UN Treaty
 

April 5, 2007 Email Response of the U.S. State Department: 
 

"USUN, PublicAffairs" <USUNPublicAffairs@state.gov> 4/5/200711:31 AM
 

Thank you for your message to Ambassador Wolff concerning the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities. Early in the negotiations for the Convention, the U.S. delegation stated that given the complexity of regulations and enforcement mechanisms needed to ensure equal opportunity for those with disabilities, it would be more productive for nations to pursue reforms at home rather than negotiate a new United Nations convention. For this reason, the U.S. stated that it did not intend to become party to the Convention.
 

At the same time, the United States joined constructively in the work of the Committee during the negotiations of the treaty, including the sharing of our experiences and offering technical assistance upon request on key principles and elements. We feel that our involvement has improved the treaty. Specifically, we provided technical advice, drawing on our experience in disabilities law and policy, and highlighted a number of issues for members of the Ad Hoc Committee to consider. There is much to be proud of in the document, including its principles of equality and non-discrimination and the strong provisions on important subjects, including political participation, access to justice, accessibility, health, the crucial role of the family, and end of life issues.
 

We can be proud of our nation's commitment to the rights and dignities of persons with disabilities, which is embodied in the vast array of strong national laws, notably the historic Americans with Disabilities Act. The United States has shown strong leadership in combating discrimination and inequality on the basis of disability. In 2001, President Bush announced the New Freedom Initiative designed to expand the potential for disabled persons to access technologies, education, workplace and homeownership opportunities, as well as new technologies.
 

We appreciate your interest in this important issue.
 

SOURCE: U.S. State Department
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~Local Support for UN Convention Continues to Grow
 

AAPD promised to provide updates of local organizations, municipalities, etc. that passed resolutions in support of the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, and we are pleased to share that the Santa Monica Community College District Trustees (Santa Monica, CA) passed resolution to support the UN Convention on April 9, 2007. 
 

To read more about how to generate local support for the UN Convention where you are, go to:

 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.jfanow.org/jfanow/index.php?mode=A%26id=3211" \t "_blank" 
http://www.jfanow.org/jfanow/index.php?mode=A&id=3211

Source: AAPD
 

March 23, 2007

Dear Friend and Ally,
Please join us for Disability Capitol Action Day 2007!  Disability Capitol Action Day is a statewide disability advocacy event taking place on Wednesday, May 23, 2007.  

Disability Capitol Action Day is an opportunity for hundreds of people with all disabilities from around California to come together as a unified group and speak up about the issues that affect our lives.  The event will include an educational forum with people of various disabilities talking about current political issues, a resource fair with information distributed by advocacy organizations, a march to the Capitol and rally on the Capitol steps, and legislative visits to our representatives in the State Senate and Assembly.  This year’s theme is health care, encompassing the current legislative debate on universal health care and a variety of other issues.  Participating in Disability Capitol Action Day are independent living centers, Californians for Disability Rights, the Mental Health Association in California, Protection & Advocacy Inc., and dozens of other organizations and individuals.

The entire event is free, including lunch at the Capitol.  Travel funds may be available to assist people in getting to and from Sacramento.  Chairs and rides to the Capitol will be provided to those who cannot walk long distances or stand for long periods.
With this letter, you will receive the Disability Capitol Action Day flyer to post and distribute throughout your organization.  You will also find an outreach form with ideas on how you can participate.  If you need these documents in alternative formats or languages, or copies of the flyer, please let us know.  Please fill out the form and return it by Wednesday, April 11, 2007 to:

Jessica Lehman
Community Resources for Independent Living (CRIL)
jessica.lehman@cril-online.org
439 A St.

Hayward, CA 94541

Phone (510) 881-5743 x5937

We look forward to working with you to create the most incredible Disability Capitol Action Day yet!  Thank you for your support.
Jessica Lehman

  

The COPAA Annual Conference, held each year in the spring, is an opportunity to network and exchange information with others nationwide who are striving to improve special education advocacy. 

COPAA is national leader in protecting the educational rights of students with disabilities and the only membership organization of special education parents, attorneys and advocates. The annual COPAA conference provides intensive pre-conference training, workshops, meetings, exhibits and more! 

The 2007 COPAA Conference, held March 1-4th at the Marriott Waterfront Baltimore, was our largest ever with over 400 attendees. Tapes of the sessions are available from 
 HYPERLINK "https://webmail.foundation.sdsu.edu/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.allstartapes.com/conferences/conference_1106.shtml" \t "_blank" 
All Star Media
. If you are interested in purchasing an electronic copy of the 2007 Conference Compendium of Handout Materials please email us at 
 HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@copaa.org" \t "_blank" 
admin@copaa.org
. 
