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e-NEWS                                        July 7, 2006
Dear Family and Friends,

Just a reminder that the last public input meeting (in San Diego) for the California State Plan Draft for 2007-2011 will be this Saturday, July 8th. The State Council on Developmental Disabilities needs input from all constituents, including YOU! They will be conducting the second public meeting from 12:30 – 2:30pm, which will follow the San Diego People First Meeting in the  Balboa Park Club Santa Fe Room. The location is 2150 Pan American Road West (Next to the Puppet Theater/Recital Hall in Balboa Park)  A member of the State Council Staff will be in attendance to listen to your ideas, recommendations and priorities.  To view the Draft Plan, go to


202007%20Plan.pdf" 

http://www.scdd.ca.gov/our_plan/20072011/Public%20Review%20Draft

202007%20Plan.pdf
 or by calling 1-866-802-0514. The public comment 

period ends July 17. Key priority areas cited in the draft plan include: cost 

of living, aging, health care, diversity and complex service delivery. Let’s
raise the bar and improve the quality of life for all Californians by 
participating in the development of the State Plan!

RAISING SMALL SOULS – INSPIRATION FOR US ALL!
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Click on the link below to view this beautiful video clip.

http://www.raisingsmallsouls.com/wp-content/themes/179/aschool.html
----------------------------------------------------------------

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

For event details go to http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/maincal.cfm
By clicking on an event link you may view the event details.

7/08/06  People First/ State Plan Public Hearing – Balboa Park.

7/08/06 FasTracKids Open House - Tierrasanta

7/12/06 Engaging Youth with Disabilities in Service and Volunteerism
7/13-15/06  Summer Leadership Institute - Cal State San Marcos.

7/14/06 Workforce Development Training – San Diego.

7/16/06 22nd Annual DSA Family Social from 1:00 - 4:00pm at Carmel Mountain Ranch Sabre Springs Recreation Center, located at 10152 Rancho Carmel Drive, San Diego 92128. Come to a good old fashioned picnic with great food, kid’s activities, Susie's Dance Party, and opportunity drawings for great prizes. Please RSVP no later than July 10th. For more information, call 619-276-4494 or View flyer at

http://www.dsasdonline.org/admin/files/ACF2BDE.pdf. For Online Registration, go to https://www.cybersmarts.net/secure/associat-dsasdonline/secure/form_jun2706.cfm.
7/18-22/06 Higher Education and Disability conference
7/19/06  Padres Celebrate Disability Awareness Day – Petco Park.

7/22/06 Disabled Independence Day 
7/22/06 Fire Expo/Burn Run
7/22/06 First 5 for Kids EXPO
7/22/06 Vecindario/Community Fair – City Heights.
7/23/06 TOPSoccer Clinic - La Jolla

7/29/06  Exceptional Family Resource Center of Imperial County

Pancake Breakfast fundraiser from 7:00-11:00am at Easter Seals 

California, 453 Main Street, El Centro. Tickets will be $5.00. For more 

information, please call 760-355-0147.

Regional:

7/21-23/06 34th Annual National Down Syndrome Congress National Convention - Georgia.
9/13-15/06 First National Conference for Mentoring Youth with Disabilities - Boston. 

----------------------------------------------------------------

IN THE NEWS:
State Council on Developmental Disabilities, Area Board 13 - Here is some information regarding Citizenship requirements for individuals that receive Medi-Cal, IHSS services, or any other program that receives Medi-Cal funds. 

  

One of the little knives that slipped into the back of the Federal Deficit
Reduction Act was a requirement that all individual on Medicaid 
programs (MediCal in California)  had to prove their citizenship as of July 1, 2006. California missed the deadline and is struggling to comply with this Act. It is likely that a definitive definition of acceptable citizenship documentation will be issued in Early August. California will comply as the alternative is loss of Federal funding.  But which ILC consumers will be affected?

 · People on IHSS 

 · People on MediCal 

 · People on any other government program that  receives MediCal  funds 

 

What can you do?

·  Consumers should know the importance of getting documentation now, such as birth certificates and State Identification  (other acceptable identification will include passports-- more details to follow)  

·  Stay tuned.  We may have a preview of what is happening sometime in mid to late July.

For more information, visit the California Budget Project's Web Page at http://www.cbp.org/whatsnew.htm
MORE NEWS . . .

White House supports Hanover Park student (Daily Record) 
Bush aide: Allow teen with Down syndrome to walk at graduation  
June 28, 2006 

EAST HANOVER -- The White House has jumped into the debate over whether Alicia Vitiello, a Hanover Park High School student with Down syndrome, should be allowed to walk with the Class of 2007 when it graduates next spring. Olegario "Ollie" Cantos VII, the Bush administration's associate director for domestic policy and former general counsel for the American Association of People with Disabilities, has sent the case to the U.S. Department of Education for review and has pledged to personally follow Alicia's story. 

"I believe that Alicia should be allowed to participate (in graduation), enjoying one of the rites of passage to adulthood as others her age do," Cantos wrote in a June 26 letter to Alicia's parents, Janice and Tom Vitiello. "I take great personal interest in seeing this situation resolved." 
To read more, visit http://www.efrconline.org/admin/files/Teen%20with%20DS%20and%20Graduation%20Issues.doc 
----------------------------------------------------------------

RECREATION:

The National Sports Center for the Disabled Soccer Development League is scheduled to begin in just a few weeks.  Register NOW!!!!! The NSCD is partnering with Alliance Soccer Club, Chula Vista Rangers and Poway/PQ, to create a soccer league for children with physical Disabilities. Contact Dana at (619) 482-6177 or e-mail dschoenwetter@nscd.org. View Details.

AYSO (American Youth Soccer Organization) Region 152 has several VIP soccer teams for children with special needs. The teams are located in Tierrasanta, Chula Vista, Bonita, El Cajon, and Santee. Children do not have to be living in the boundaries of these areas to play - in other words, the teams accept children from all areas. Registration begins in June and the season starts in September. Contact Mary Waltari at 858-566-2040 or mwaltari@san.rr.com. 

Carlsbad Lightning Soccer Club season starts in Sept. on Saturdays. 
Contact Cori Durfey at 760-632-0887 or visit www.lightningsoccerclub.com.


Adapted Aquatics at Ivey Ranch Park Association Brooks Street Pool in 
Oceanside on Saturdays - June 24 thru July 22. Call 760-722-4839

 

TOPSoccer - Click here to View Flyer. For more information, email 
cysacoachrick@aol.com or TOPSoccerSD@yahoo.com or call 
Rick Flores at 760-519-4233. 

Are you interested in joining a playgroup with your child? Shellie is 

the mom of a 2 year old with Down syndrome who lives on a farm in

El Cajon and wants to start up a playgroup. If you are interested, please

call her at 619-454-4417.

----------------------------------------------------------------
REFERENCE POINTS:  
New Edition of "Impact" Focuses on Parenting Teens and Young Adult
with Disabilities from June 26, 2006

The passage from childhood to adulthood is a passage for families as well
as individuals. As young people with disabilities move from their teen to 
adult years, they and their families experience many growing pains in 
common with all families at that stage of life. In addition, there are often 
milestones, questions, concerns, needs, and challenges unique to 
individuals with disabilities and their families. In this issue of Impact we 
explore strategies for families of teens and young adults with disabilities to 
consider in navigating the transition years with their young person, and 
share stories of those who are in the middle of it or have come out the 
other side.

For the generation of young people with disabilities reaching adulthood 
today there are ever-expanding opportunities to pursue adult lives that
reflect their goals, dreams, ambitions, values, and life visions. And there 
are still barriers to that achievement--limitations in services, supports, 
resources, and options. It's our hope that the articles in this Impact will 
provide a glimpse of what is possible, offer useful ideas for moving past 
some of the limitations that get in the way, and support families, teens, 
and young adults in dreaming big and realizing those dreams. Links to the 
issue can be found at http://ici.umn.edu/products/impact/192/default.html 
or http://ici.umn.edu/products/impact/192/192.pdf
STATES GIVEN REPORT CARDS BY CONSUMER-FOCUSED
ORGANIZATION - NAMI, the National Alliance on Mental Illness, presents
its first comprehensive state-by-state analysis of mental health care 
systems in 15 years. Every US state has been scored on 39 specific 
criteria resulting in an overall grade and four sub-category grades for each
state. The report has prompted dialogue on the challenges of meeting the
needs of people with psychiatric disabilities. To find out more about the 
creating of this report, go to http://www.nami.org/gtstemplate.cfm?section=grading_the_states&lstid=679
The complete report is available in print for $15 or as a free download at
http://www.nami.org/Content/NavigationMenu/Grading_the_States/Full_Report/GTS06_final.pdf.

MENTAL HEALTH FACILITY LOCATOR WEB SERVICE - Enhance your
online client services with CMHS' new Facility Locator Web Service.  This
free service allows your users remote access to all data contained in the
CMHS Mental Health Services Locator. To learn more and get step-by-
step instructions for implementing this service on your own Web site, go to http://mentalhealth.samhsa.gov/webservice/. 

THE STRUGGLE TO PROVIDE COMMUNITY-BASED CARE TO LOW
INCOME PEOPLE WITH SERIOUS MENTAL ILLNESS - Gaps have 
grown in services for low income people with serious mental illnesses, in 
part as a result of state budget pressures and Medicaid cost containment 
policies, according to this article in the May/June 2006 issue of "Health 
Affairs". Researchers describe these gaps in twelve US communities, 
based on interviews with mental health professionals, general medical 
care providers, and policymakers. Residential services were consistently
mentioned as being in short supply, including housing, group quarters, 
transitional shelters, and other support services. Low reimbursement from
Medicaid was the most frequently cited reason for gaps in outpatient
capacity for mental health services. Visit http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract/25/3/694.

CDC EMBRACES MENTAL HEALTH AS PART OF ITS MISSION -
The U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention has begun to 
embrace mental health as part of its mission. The inclusion of mental 
health in the agency's mission comes as society has become more 
comfortable talking about mental health issues and as research 
increasingly links mental health with physical health, according to Marc 
Safran, M.D., who heads the CDC's Mental Health Work Group. Visit 
http://www.intelihealth.com/IH/ihtIH/WSIHW000/333/8014/423160.html.

REASONABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PEOPLE WITH 
PSYCHIATRIC DISABILITIES: AN ON-LINE RESOURCE FOR 
EMPLOYERS AND EDUCATORS - Practical information for employers
and educators about reasonable accommodations for people who have 
psychiatric disabilities from Boston University Center for Psychiatric 
Rehabilitation. Visit http://www.bu.edu/cpr/reasaccom/index.html

SOCIAL SECURITY'S RED BOOK serves as a general reference source
about the employment-related provisions of Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI) and the Supplemental Security Income (SSI) Programs 
for educators, advocates, rehabilitation professionals, and counselors who 
serve people with disabilities. This year's version features a summary of 
changes for 2006 and provides this updated information in a one-page, 
easy-to-read handout. Online versions are available in both PDF and HTML 
formats and in English and Spanish versions at http://www.socialsecurity.gov/disabilityresearch/redbook.htm. Or call to 
order the Red Book and get copies in alternative formats by calling 
(800) 772-1213 [Voice] or (800) 325-0778 [TTY].
From: Monday Morning in Washington, DC

Study Indicates Teenage Girls with ADHD Have Chronic Problems -
As they reach their teens, girls with ADHD typically show less 
hyperactivity but are more at risk for delinquency, depression, substance 
abuse and other problems, compared with non-ADHD peers, a University
of California, Berkeley, study found. Lead author Stephen Hinshaw notes 
the impairments affect functions critical for success in adulthood. For 
parents coping with difficult teenage ADHD behavior, Hinshaw warned, 
adolescence can be tricky as they try to strike a balance between 
encouraging their daughters to stick to their treatment regimen -which may

involve medication, family therapy, school supports, or a combination – 
while supporting their need for autonomy.  To read article, visit http://www.berkeley.edu/news/media/releases/2006/06/29_adhd.shtml
The National Center on Secondary Education and Transition is funded

by and is a partner with the U.S. Department of Education, Office of

Special Education Programs, cooperative agreement # H326J000005.

The TATRA Project is funded by the Rehabilitation Services Administration.

Visit http://www.ncset.org.
----------------------------------------------------------------

LEGISLATION:

July 7, 2006 

U.S. SUPREME COURT DENIES REIMBURSEMENT OF 
EXPERT FEES 

On June 26, 2006, the U.S. Supreme Court issued a 6-3 decision in Arlington Central School District Board of Education v. Pearl Murphy and Theodore Murphy. The question the Court decided in Arlington v. Murphy was whether the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) authorizes parents who win an action (“prevail”) under the due process provisions of IDEA to recover fees they paid to experts during the case. Many parents find it necessary to hire private experts to observe and evaluate their child and then testify in an action challenging a school or district’s decision regarding their child’s IEP. 

Justice Alito wrote the majority opinion and was joined by Chief Justice Roberts and Justices Scalia, Kennedy and Thomas. The majority opinion states that IDEA does not authorize the reimbursement of expert fees. Justice Ginsberg agreed with this result but wrote a concurring opinion because she disagreed with some of the other statements in the majority opinion. Justice Breyer wrote the dissenting opinion and was joined by Justices Souter and Stevens. The dissenting Justices argue that IDEA does authorize the reimbursement of these fees. The full text of Arlington v. Murphy can be found at http://www.supremecourtus.gov/opinions/05pdf/05-18.pdf. 
IDEA states that “in any action or proceeding brought under this section, the court, in its discretion, may award reasonable attorneys’ fees as part 
of the costs to the parents of a child with a disability who is the prevailing party.” The majority opinion rejects the argument that “costs” includes the reimbursement of expert fees. This conclusion is reached in spite of the fact that the 1986 Conference Report for IDEA clearly states that Congress intended the term “attorneys’ fees as part of the costs” to include reasonable expenses and fees of expert witnesses and the reasonable costs of any test or evaluation which is found to be necessary for the preparation of the case. According to the majority opinion, the intent of Congress is not the key issue in this case. Instead, the focus is on whether the language in IDEA gives clear notice to the states that by accepting IDEA funds they might be liable to reimburse prevailing parents for expert fees. The majority of the Court concludes that “the terms of the IDEA fail to provide the clear notice that would be needed to attach such a condition to a State’s receipt of IDEA funds”.

The Justices offering the dissenting opinion disagree with the rest of the Court’s decision to ignore the intent of Congress. They also argue that IDEA’s basic purpose further supports interpreting the provision’s language to include expert fees. IDEA guarantees a “free” and “appropriate” public education for “all” children with disabilities and the expense of paying experts to secure an appropriate education undermines this guarantee. Parents have the right to become involved in their child’s education and IDEA encourages their participation. The dissenting Justices point out that parents are assured by IDEA that they may question a school district’s decisions about what is “appropriate” for their child and in doing so, they may secure the help of experts. The dissent concludes that “the practical significance of the Act’s participatory rights and procedural protections may be seriously diminished if parents are unable to obtain reimbursement for the costs of their experts” and that experts are necessary because “the vast majority of parents whose children require the benefits and protections provided in the IDEA lack knowledge about the educational resources available to their child and the sophistication to mount an effective case against a district-proposed IEP.”

The preceding quote in the dissenting opinion for the Murphy case comes from Justice Ginsberg’s dissenting opinion for the Shaffer v. Weast case in 2005. In a prior information bulletin we explained that Shaffer v. Weast places the burden of proof on the party (usually a parent) who is challenging the appropriateness of an IEP, unless there is a state statute placing the burden of proof on the district. The fact that most parents must now prove the inappropriateness of the district-proposed IEP, increases the need for experts.

The combined effect of these two Supreme Court cases is to discourage parents from filing a due process complaint because of the economic impact on their families. NDSS encourages parents to try to resolve disagreements at the school and district level using non-adversarial forms of dispute resolution. However, sometimes parents end up having to choose between filing a complaint or forfeiting their child’s educational rights under IDEA.

As a result of the Shaffer and Murphy cases it is more important than ever for parents to be well informed about their child’s rights, to develop effective advocacy strategies and to access the free and low cost resources that are available in their communities. The NDSS website (www.ndss.org) and local NDSS affiliates are great sources of information and support. If you need help contacting an affiliate, call NDSS at 800-221-4602. In addition, every state has organizations that are funded to help parents, such as Parent Training and Information Centers (PTIs), Community Parent Resource Centers (CPRCs) and Protection and Advocacy agencies (P&A’s). A directory of PTIs and CPRCs can be found at http://www.taalliance.org/centers/index.htm A directory of P&As can be found at http://www.napas.org/aboutus/0603PA_CAP.htm
Information Bulletin from the National Down Syndrome Society

----------------------------------------------------------------
RESOURCES:

The US Department of Justice has added additional content to their

Video Gallery Section of the WWW.ADA.GOV web site. This new piece

is an eight part series titled "Police Response to People with Disabilities" 

and is designed to be used in roll-call training.  It addresses law 

enforcement situations involving people who have mobility disabilities,

mental illnesses, mental retardation, epilepsy or seizure disorders, 

speech disabilities, deafness or hard of hearing , and blindness or low 

vision. The segments can be viewed at http://www.usdoj.gov/crt/ada/videogallery.htm#Anchor-Dial-47492. This

information was provided by the Great Lakes ADA and Accessible IT 
Center – visit www.adagreatlakes.org.
A church in Vista has a new special needs ministry, called Logan’s
Friends and it involves two classrooms on Sunday nights at 6pm. Visit www.logansfriends.com for more information. North Coast Church, P.O. Box 4135, Oceanside 92052-4135,(760) 207-4880.    

----------------------------------------------

If you enjoyed this eNEWS, please consider forwarding it to
friends and family to spread the word of upcoming workshops
and events, links to new sites and up-to-date information 
about the special needs community.

This e-NEWS has been brought to you by

Exceptional Family Resource Center.

If you have comments or would like to

Unsubscribe, please contact us at

info@efrconline.org.

For more information, visit our website

http://www.efrconline.org.
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