[image: image1.jpg]Excqmona[ Tmmfy

Resource Center i




EFRC Action Alert                         November 22, 2011
ABLE Act of 2011 Introduced
Write Your Members of Congress and Ask Them to Cosponsor      Take Action!
The Achieving a Better Life Experience Act (ABLE) of 2011 was introduced on Tuesday as S. 1872 in the Senate and H.R. 3423 in the House. 
 

The ABLE Act will give individuals with disabilities and their families the ability to save for their child's future just like every other American family, and help people with disabilities live full, productive lives in their communities without losing benefits provided through private insurances, the Medicaid program, the supplemental security income program, the beneficiary’s employment, and other sources. The account could fund a variety of essential expenses for individuals, including medical and dental care, education, community based supports, employment training, assistive technology, housing, and transportation. 
 

We currently have 6 Senator and 29 Representatives cosponsoring the bill… but we need more! 
 

Action Needed
If your Senators and/or Representatives are NOT on this list (below), please EMAIL them today (email templates are provided when you click TAKE ACTION (right hand corner).

 

Current List of ABLE Act of 2011 Cosponsors (as of 11/15/2011)
 

Senate:
 

· Senator Robert Casey, Jr. (D-PA) 

· Senator Richard Burr (R-NC) 
· Senator Blunt (R-MO) 

· Senator Scott Brown (R-MA) 

· Senator Gillibrand (D-NY) 

· Senator Whitehouse (D-RI) 

 

Representatives:
 

· Rep Crenshaw, Ander [FL-4] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Van Hollen, Chris [MD-8] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep McMorris Rodgers, Cathy [WA-5] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Bishop, Timothy H. [NY-1] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Burton, Dan [IN-5] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Carnahan, Russ [MO-3] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Connolly, Gerald E. "Gerry" [VA-11] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Deutch, Theodore E. [FL-19] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Diaz-Balart, Mario [FL-21] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Emerson, Jo Ann [MO-8] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Frank, Barney [MA-4] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Gallegly, Elton [CA-24] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Harper, Gregg [MS-3] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Holt, Rush D. [NJ-12] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep King, Peter T. [NY-3] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Kline, John [MN-2] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Langevin, James R. [RI-2] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Michaud, Michael H. [ME-2] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Miller, Jeff [FL-1] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Norton, Eleanor Holmes [DC] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Paul, Ron [TX-14] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Poe, Ted [TX-2] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Rogers, Harold [KY-5] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Rothman, Steven R. [NJ-9] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Sessions, Pete [TX-32] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Towns, Edolphus [NY-10] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Visclosky, Peter J. [IN-1] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Wolf, Frank R. [VA-10] - 11/15/2011 

· Rep Young, C.W. Bill [FL-10] - 11/15/2011 

 

Helpful Links/Resources
· ABLE Act of 2011 Fact Sheet  

· 
Copies of ABLE Act of 2011
National Down Syndrome Society will be presenting a webinar titled  “ABLE Act 101 – Everything You Need to Know About the ABLE Act” on December 7th at 10am San Diego time.  

The Achieving a Better Life Experience (ABLE) Act of 2011 (S. 1872/H.R. 3423) was just introduced in the 112th Congress in both the U.S. Senate and House of Representatives. When passed as a law, the ABLE Act will give individuals with disabilities and their families the ability to save for their child's future just like every other American family, and help people with disabilities live full, productive lives in their communities without losing benefits provided through private insurances, the Medicaid program, the supplemental security income program, the beneficiary’s employment, and other sources. The account could fund a variety of essential expenses for individuals, including medical and dental care, education, community based supports, employment training, assistive technology, housing, and transportation. During this webinar, you will learn the nuts and bolts about the ABLE Act and how you can take action to get the ABLE Act passed into law.

Presenters:
· John Ariale, Chief of Staff, Representative Ander Crenshaw (R-Florida) 

· Jennifer Debes, Legislative Assistant, Representative Ander Crenshaw (R-Florida) 

· Steve Beck, Parent; Board Member, National Down Syndrome Society; Board Member, Down Syndrome Association of Northern Virginia 

· Madeleine Will, Director, National Down Syndrome Society 

· Sara Weir, Senior Policy Advisory,  National Down Syndrome Society 

Please register to attend this webinar.  Seats are limited:
https://www2.gotomeeting.com/register/608740234
Slides from the presentation will be posted to www.ndss.org. During the webinar there will be time for Q and A.

NDSS National Policy Center
advocacy@ndss.org 

http://capwiz.com/ndss/mlm/signup
-----------------------------------------------

FORWARD TO A FRIEND
Exceptional Family Resource Center

efrc@projects.sdsu.edu  

EFRConline.org 

800-281-8252

Exceptional Family Resource Center does not promote or recommend any
therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political,
educational or religious views. Inclusion of information or resources does not
necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by EFRC. 
Content is provided for informational purposes only.

El Centro de Recursos para Familias Excepcionales no promueve o recomienda ningún tipo de terapia, tratamiento, institución, etc. y no está ligado a ningún tipo de opinión de  partidos políticos en  particular, educativos o religiosos.  La información incluída o recursos, no necesariamente implican promoción o recomendación por medio de la agencia EFRC.













