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Community Connections                             June 8, 2012
Summer is nearly upon us! Fortunately, the San Diego community offers a number of diverse programs and activities for children to learn new skills, gain knowledge and have fun. Take advantage of programs and activities that meets your child’s needs and enriches their life. Check out the EFRC Community Calendar for up-to-date information on local, state and national events, workshops, conferences, etc. at http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/maincal.cfm.
For the Kids . . . Are you looking for great resources and fun activities? Visit our Kid’s Corner or Recreational Activities web pages. 
Here are some local family activities of interest:
· Patriotic Art Class using recycled materials – rsvp by June 21
· Summer Movies in the Park – SD County (Jun-Sep)

· Run, Walk & Roll - NTC Park in Liberty Station
· Fun and Free Activities in San Diego this Summer
· 50 Free Family Activities
· Summer Time Activities for Kids
Or how about some activities to support learning with your child: 
· Summer Reading Comprehension Activities
· U.S. Map with State Capitols
· Fun ways to keep your child learning this summer
· Great Activities to Prevent Summer Learning Loss
· Have an A+ Summer
· Healthy Summer Activities
· How To Make a Sponge Water ball
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CALENDAR:

Community Events for Family Fun
Fri June 8–Wed July 4: San Diego County Fair
Sat June 9-Sun June 10: Kidsfest San Diego
Sat June 9-Sun June 10: Special Olympics Summer Games
Sat June 9: Carlsbad Beach Fest
Sat June 9: Filipino Cultural Celebration in Oceanside
Sun June 10: Diversity Day at The New Children's Museum
Sun June 10:  Doggie Street Festival in Ocean Beach 

Sat June 23: Fairy Festival
Family Adventures in San Diego County (search by your neighborhood)
San Diego Family Out & About 2012
-----------------------------------------------

OPPORTUNITIES:

Camp Volunteers Needed 

Do you want to make a difference in someone's life this summer? Volunteer camp counselors are needed for Camp-A-Lot & Camp-A-Little programs at Cuyamaca Outdoor School with sessions available July 18-22, 2012 and July 25-29, 2012. All volunteer camp counselors will be required to undergo a background check, drug screening, and the training & orientation workshop from July 11-13, 2012. Upon successful completion of prerequisites, counselors will be approved to attend camp. Transportation and room & board will be provided to all volunteers. Contact Lance at 619-685-1175 x234 or by email at lmcgill@arc-sd.com.  

Parent Training

Autism Experts Empowering Families  & Children Together (AEFCT) has slots available in their June Group PARENT TRAINING on Wednesdays at 5:30 p.m. beginning July 11, 2012. The training will be held at the AEFCT office, located at 3954 Murphy Canyon Rd, #D105, San Diego, 92123. Group Parent Training is required and funded by the San Diego Regional Center for many consumers. Please contact AEFCT at (858) 569-0056 to reserve your spot today. Free childcare will be offered during the training with advanced notice. aefct.com/our_services/SDRC_group_parent_training.asp 

Mentor a Military Child

Operation Bigs, a program of Big Brothers Big Sisters of San Diego County in partnership with Navy Region Southwest, is an after-school mentoring program which pairs adult volunteers with military children. "Big" volunteers meet with their "Littles" once a week for one hour at their elementary school or local military housing Community or Youth Center to play board games, sports, or simply talk about life. Male and bi-lingual active duty volunteers are especially needed. A small commitment on your part can make a BIG impact on the life of a military child whose parent is deployed or on duty.
Get started making a difference today at www.SDBigs.org/OperationBigs or call 619-674-0483.
-----------------------------------------------

ADVOCACY:

Report on Civil Rights Violations in Medical Procedures 

The National Disability Rights Network (NDRN) report, “Devaluing People with Disabilities: Medical Procedures that Violate Civil Rights”, puts individuals with disabilities at the center of discourse.  It reviews the facts of Ashley X, as a case study and presents a continuum of similar experiences and treatment of individuals with disabilities within a context of medical decision making that devalues them as people and discriminates against them based on their disability. The report explores the conflict of interest that medical decision making may present between a parent and their child.  It describes the vital role that the legal and judicial systems have in ensuring that the civil and human rights of individuals with disabilities are protected regardless of their severity and in contrast to opinions regularly expressed in the medical and ethics community. The report presents a series of recommendations to ensure that the human and civil rights of persons with disabilities are protected. Read the report at
ndrn.org/en/media/publications/483-devaluing-people-with-disabilities.html  

-----------------------------------------------

EDUCATION:

New Career Web Portal for Youth

The State Superintendent of Public Instruction, Tom Torlakson, recently unveiled the new California Career Center Web portal to help middle school and high school students explore their options and plan their next steps toward productive careers. The portal, launched as part of Torlakson’s Career Readiness Campaign, provides the state’s first central, comprehensive Web site of career and college resources for students. Students can build a personalized account that allows them to save critical information or simply use the tools to help them through the exploration process. 

-----------------------------------------------

RESOURCES:

Summer Advocacy Hotline

Introducing "AAHh...", the acronym for Andrea's Advocacy Hotline help. This summer (June 1st through August 21st) a free hotline is being offered by Andrea K. Plotkin, Ed.D., who is a professional and experienced advocate. She will help to all parents who want to discuss a concern they have regarding their child's special education services. Call (619) 820-1393 between the hours of 10:00 am to 7:00pm Monday through Friday. www.advocacy4sd.com.
New Communication APP

MyVoice is the brainchild of University of Toronto students, Alex Levy, 25, and Aakash Sahney, 22. 'Having an iPad and being a young kid with a speech disability, you go from being maybe the most ostracized kid in the class to being the coolest kid in that class.' Now it’s being used by more than 12,000 people around the world on iPads, iPhones and android devices. Users include young people with disabilities such as cerebral palsy, autism and muscular dystrophy as well as elderly people affected by strokes, ALS, Parkinson’s disease, aphasia or other conditions. Read the full article at http://www.cbc.ca/news/technology/story/2012/05/04/f-myvoice-speech-aid-disability.html 

Head Start Openings in Imperial County

Migrant Head Start, serving families in the Coachella and Imperial Counties, has openings for free and full day services for migrant families. Call 760.337.1555. View flyer for details.

Migrant Head Start - Sirviendo niños y familias en los valles de  Coachella e Imperial. Servicios para niños de seis semanas a 5 años - días completos de servicio gratis. Particularmente invitamos a solicitar servicios a familias de niños con discapacidades. Inscriba a sus Niños HOY. (760) 337-1555. 

Vea el volante.
-----------------------------------------------

RECREATION:

Lose The Training Wheels 

July 9-13, 2012 at Alliant University SolCity Athletic Center – there are still 15 spaces left, so please make your reservation right away if you don’t want to miss this great opportunity for your child! Additionally, there are still scholarships available for children with developmental disabilities.
The mission of Lose The Training Wheels™ is to teach individuals with disabilities to ride a conventional two wheel bicycle and become lifelong independent riders. This achievement, in turn, creates a gateway of opportunity, helping them gain assurance and self-reliance in many other aspects of their lives. Participants attend one assigned session each day for 75 minutes for five days. View Details. Scholarships still available for all children with developmental disabilities over the age of 8 and Some grant funding available through NFAR for children with autism. Crimson Center for Speech & Language.
Camp DOLLS

Blue Roses Girls and Crimson Research & Treatment Center invite girls 8-18 to sign up for Camp DOLLS (Discovering Ourselves and Loving Life Sisterhood). Location: DoubleTree Golf Resort 14455 Penasquitos Drive, July 16-20th, 2012 from 1:30-4:30pm each day. $150 per week per child includes snacks, activities and supplies provided in a safe and secure environment with a Camp counselor/camper ratio of 1:5. View details at http://www.bluerosesgirls.com/News.html. 

Indian Hills Camp

Christian Camp for Kids with Special Needs (ages 8-12 years old)

Date: August 10-12, 2012 from 10am Friday to 1pm Sunday

Fee: $40.00 (includes one qualified adult counselor)

Location:15763 Lyons Valley Rd., Jamul 91935, 619-669-6498.

Parents can choose Day or Overnight Camp. Contact Tonya at blestby3@cox.net 

Act Today Film Program 

Act Today is offering this two week program to children with disabilities (ages 9-21) to have the opportunity to work with professional film makers, promote creativity, build self-esteem, and may lead to lasting friendships. Now open to ALL CHILDREN (not only military). Apply today before the program is full. Program Dates: June 18 - 29 http://acttodayformilitaryfamilies.org/coxfilmprogram.aspx 

TERI Upcoming Performance
TERI's Theater Arts invites you to their upcoming performance, "On Broadway". This show is a collection of magical musical moments of show tune favorites with everything from tap dancers to mermaids. TERI serves children and adults with autism and other disabilities. This free event will be held on Wednesday, June 13th at 10:30am at Guajome Park Academy, located at 2000 N Santa Fe in Vista, CA. Call 760 721-1706 for more information.
-----------------------------------------------

FORWARD TO A FRIEND
Exceptional Family Resource Center

efrc@projects.sdsu.edu  

EFRConline.org 

800-281-8252

Exceptional Family Resource Center does not promote or recommend any
therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political,
educational or religious views. Inclusion of information or resources does not
necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by EFRC. 
Content is provided for informational purposes only.

El Centro de Recursos para Familias Excepcionales no promueve o recomienda ningún tipo de terapia, tratamiento, institución, etc. y no está ligado a ningún tipo de opinión de  partidos políticos en  particular, educativos o religiosos.  La información incluída o recursos, no necesariamente implican promoción o recomendación por medio de la agencia EFRC.

