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Community Connections                    August 2, 2012
Please join us for the

Down Syndrome Association of San Diego
2012 BUDDY WALK®
Saturday, October 20, 2012

Balboa Park
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Register to Walk or Donate Today

http://buddywalk.kintera.org/dsasd
Each step you take and each dollar you raise will help the

Down Syndrome Association of San Diego

and the National Down Syndrome Society provide important services

that enhance the quality of life for children and adults with Down syndrome. 

See how Buddy Walk dollars support local DSA families
-----------------------------------------------
COMMUNITY EVENTS:


Check Out the EFRC Community Calendar 

for up-to-date information on local, state and national events, workshops, conferences, webinars, etc. at http://www.efrconline.org/calendar/maincal.cfm
-----------------------------------------------

IN THE NEWS:

The 2012 Paralympics: What Will London Bring?
The Paralympic Games, the second largest sporting event in the world after the Olympic Games, will take place this summer in London from August 29 through September 9. Over 4,200 athletes from 165 countries will come to take part, putting years of sweat and sacrifice on the line for a chance to be called “Paralympic Champion.”

Like never before, there is tremendous excitement about what the 2012 Paralympic Games are going to do — for London and for the world. In the words of one athlete, Hope Lewellen, who played on the bronze medal-winning 2004 U.S. sitting volleyball team: “This year will transform the world view of the Paralympics.”

These Games are expected to be the biggest ever. . . .  Read Article
-----------------------------------------------

RESOURCES:

IHSS Fact Sheets

The Community First Choice Option (CFCO) requires states to provide voluntary training to IHSS consumers on how to manage their home care provider with the following fact sheets:  

         Overview of the IHSS Services  
         Communication with Your Provider   
         Deciding When to Fire a Provider 
         Firing, Interviewing and Hiring a Provider 
         Getting Started with Your New Provider  
         IHSS Authorized Tasks 
         IHSS Consumer and Provider Job Agreement
         Paramedical Services 
         Recognizing Abusive Behavior
         Setting and Maintaining Boundaries 
         Share-of-Cost
         Suggestions on How to Handle Money  
         Supervising Your Provider 
         Teaching and Demonstration
         Timesheets 
Details online at http://www.cdss.ca.gov/agedblinddisabled/PG2920.htm
Mobile Device Planning Tools 

A volunteer community of parents, therapists, doctors and teachers who share information on how to use the iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch and Android devices with people who have special needs. Provides a funding sources directory so you can look for help paying for an iPad or other mobile device. http://bridgingapps.org/ 

Visit Disability.gov for more information about making technology accessible and other technology-related subjects.

Students with Autism Safely Learn about the Internet

The Internet is an incredibly powerful tool, but it’s also a very dangerous place. Because of this, children with autism and other disabilities often can’t leverage the power of the web, which is a place where you should be able to learn anything. But Autism Expressed is looking to educate autistic children about the Internet so they can have a safe surfing experience and enjoy social media like the rest of us.

The service takes students through various modules, starting with lessons on what the Internet is and how to perform a web search. From there, children learn about the difference between real content and spam, and learn to be weary of just about everything on the Internet. Eventually, once they’ve been educated on social media, students are able to create their own social media accounts on Facebook and Twitter.

The students learn everything in an embedded browser environment, meaning there is a hefty layer of protection between them and the real Internet. This way, students learn safely and Autism Expressed keeps itself liability-free. The service has been picked up by various schools and clinics. 

http://techcrunch.com/2012/06/24/autism-expressed-helps-autistic-children-learn-about-the-internet/ 

Senate Select Committee on Autism Transcripts
The transcripts of the Senate Select Committee on Autism & Related Disorders hearings on “Technology & Telehealth” (Feb 22, 2012) and on “Equity & Diversity for Regional Center Services” (April 30, 2012) have been posted on the Senate Autism website.  To view either the complete or edited versions of these transcripts, go to http://autism.senate.ca.gov/informationalhearings and then click on the “Transcripts” subheading. 

Toilet Training Book

“Toilet Training for Children with Autism or Intellectual Disabilities” by Sue Bettison T. Cert., B. A. (Hons.), Dip. Ed., Ph. D. This book informs parents and professionals about these programs and the developmental processes behind them. Because one cannot browse through the book until it is purchased, you may view this document consisting of the book cover, Foreword, Table of contents and Introduction.  The Table of contents is extremely detailed and notes program instructions, record forms, questions from parents over the years and many examples of particular issues for parents and children with toilet training.  www.learn2do.net  

Epilepsy Newsletter

“Epilepsy and My Child Newsletter” (summer 2012). This issue is dedicated to, and has articles by, youth with epilepsy.

http://www.epilepsyfoundation.org/resources/eNewsletter/index.cfm 

Fact Sheet for Youth and Young Adults with Disabilities Interested in Starting a Career with the Federal Government

The Schedule A hiring authority is one of the paths that can greatly benefit youth and young adults with disabilities who have an interest in a career with the Federal government. It can also be a fast track way for Federal agencies to bring in talented individuals with disabilities. This fact sheet provides tips on understanding and utilizing Schedule A.

Tenant Foreclosure Hotline 

Tenants Together is a nonprofit tenant’s rights group that serves all of California.  The Tenant Foreclosure Hotline is a free service where tenants whose landlords are in foreclosure can receive counsel on their rights.   http://tenantstogether.org 

-----------------------------------------------

RECREATION:

New Miracle League Location

The Miracle League of San Diego announced a new South Bay League for the upcoming 2012 fall season. Starting June 14th, players, buddies and coaches are able to register to play games at Green Field, located at 7th and G Avenue in Coronado. Opening Day is scheduled for September 22, 2012.
Opening Day for Engel Family Field, located at 1628 Lomas Santa Fe in Del Mar, is scheduled for September 8, 2012. The Miracle League of San Diego is actively recruiting players, buddies and coaches for both locations and all are encouraged to register now at http://www.miracleleagueofsandiego.org. The fall season for the new South Bay League at Green Field is scheduled from September 22-November 10, 2012. The fall season for Engel family Field is scheduled from September 8-November 17, 2012. They will also feature inter-league play for two weekends each season to allow all teams to experience each location. If you have any questions about the registration process or the fall season, please contact Gianna Stone at Gianna@miracleleagueofsandiego.org.

-----------------------------------------------

FORWARD TO A FRIEND
Exceptional Family Resource Center

efrc@projects.sdsu.edu  

EFRConline.org 

800-281-8252

Exceptional Family Resource Center does not promote or recommend any
therapy, treatment, institution, etc. and does not espouse any particular political,
educational or religious views. Inclusion of information or resources does not
necessarily imply promotion or recommendation by EFRC. 
Content is provided for informational purposes only.

El Centro de Recursos para Familias Excepcionales no promueve o recomienda ningún tipo de terapia, tratamiento, institución, etc. y no está ligado a ningún tipo de opinión de  partidos políticos en  particular, educativos o religiosos.  La información incluída o recursos, no necesariamente implican promoción o recomendación por medio de la agencia EFRC.

